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INTRODUCTION

In 2023 the University of the Algarve
continued contributing with education,
research and hands on actions to the
sustainable development of the region
whereitislocated, but also continued

to build bridges to the rest of the world
through effective co-production of
solutions for the populations and nature.
This is the 3rd Sustainability Report of the
University of the Algarve, presentedin
2024 updating on some of the significant
activitiesin 2023 (2nd Report) in terms
of UAIg’s contribution to each of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)

of the United Nations (UN) Agenda 2030.
It has been prepared within the UAIlg
Council + Sustainable and Healthier, with
the valuable contribution of some of its
members. This report also monitors our
contribution to a fairer, greener and more
prosperous society and to encourage a
more sustainable and peaceful way of life,
to promote joint efforts between people
and organisations and to have a mission-
oriented approach. These needs willbe
taken into account and action, individually
and collectively are crucial, to enhance
the protection of our societies, as well as
terrestrial and marine ecosystems, based
on the development of local capacity

to address challenges and the use of
scientific evidence to guide progress.

This report has been organised to reflect,
although not exhaustively, UAIg's
contribution to sustainability inthe

four central axes of Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs), Teaching, Research,
Community and Governance. Data and
evidence were collected for teaching
activities within the academic year 2023-
24, research information concerning
productivity through Scopus between
the years 2019 and 2023 and projects

in progress until the end 2023. It is the
reflect UAIg's contribution to sustainability
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during this period within our regional
context, within Europe but also globally
in cooperation especially with the
associated partners from Asia, America
and Africa through Erasmus + Strategic
partnership in the European University
of the Seas SEA-EU and the Horizon
Europe consortium WIDERA Sustainable
Horizons SHEs. We aim to transform
the European Partnership into a Global
Partnership, emphasizing its benefits
for the whole planet and envisioning
afuture centred on a sustainable
environment. Within our international
consortiain 2023 the platform My
Sustainable future was developed, and
a carbon footprint calculator is available
to our students and young researchers,
with the aim of increase the literacy

on sustainability and SDGs and also
increase entrepreneurship to address
challenges into opportunities.

By generating and disseminating
science-based knowledge through
formal and informal educationin a wide
range of scientific fields, we willbecome
amore sustainable place to work and
study, with lessimpact on nature. The
well-being of societies, the protection
of the environment, and the mitigation
of and adaptation to global changes that
threaten life on Earth are part of the 17
SDGs. These cover several interrelated
areas, such as the eradication of poverty,
equitable access to education and
quality health services, the creation of
decent jobs, energy and environmental
sustainability, and the conservation
and management of water and ocean
quality. Given the relevant role that
higher education institutions play in
society, they must contribute to the
achievement of these goals.
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NO
POVERTY

End poverty in all its

forms, everywhere.

Photo: Adobe Stock
Uganda, Africa

@

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GoALS

TEACHING & LEARNING

2023724

Number of students: 9726

Number and % of total of low-income
students receiving financial aid: 2251
N° of Curricular Units taught registered
for SDG 1and % of total:

98,3%

Student financial support

At the University of Algarve, students
are eligible to apply for Scholarships
from the Directorate-General for Higher
Education. In addition, UAlg provides a
Social Support Fund that encompasses
several financial assistance options:

Emergency Grant: A monetary
contribution intended to address urgent,
unexpected financial situations that may
arise.

Collaboration Scholarship: This
scholarship partially covers the costs of
attending a study programme, requiring
students to engage in activities within
the Social Services and/or institutional
projects’ activities.

Also, there are several scholarships

and awards (e.g. Excellence, Merit, BPI
award, CGD award, ) that are attributed
to students rewarding their exceptional
academic performance or sports merit
results.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/social-action-scholarships
https://www.ualg.pt/en/social-action-scholarships
https://www.ualg.pt/en/social-action-scholarships
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/30.RelatorioAtividades_Gestao_2022_final.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/en/excellence-scholarships
https://www.ualg.pt/en/merit-scholarships
https://www.ualg.pt/en/bpi-award
https://www.ualg.pt/en/bpi-award
https://www.ualg.pt/en/caixa-geral-de-depositos-award

Programme for academic
success

The University of Algarve (UAlg)
offers a comprehensive Programme
to promote Academic Success,
which includes a Peer Mentoring
Program designed to support
students. This initiative bridges
various services to assist those in
need, aiming to reduce dropout rates
and enhance student retention.
Soft Skills for Life

UAlg also runs the Soft Skills for
Life and the Interculturality and
Mindfulness programmes, which
focus on developing students’ soft
skills. These initiatives promote
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integration and support psychological
well-being, helping students navigate
their university experience more
effectively.

Mobility Programme within
Portuguese-speaking Universities
(AULP)

Through the Association of Portuguese-
speaking Universities (AULP) Mobility
Programme, UAlg supports two students
annually for the 2023/2024 academic
year. This initiative facilitates exchanges
between HEls that are members of the
AULP. It particularly aims to benefit
students from developing Portuguese-
speaking countries, such as Cape

Verde, Macau, Mozambique, Sdo Tome
and Principe, Timor-Leste, Angola, and
Brazil, by providing opportunities for
study in the Algarve, alongside free
accommodation and dining services.

SEA-EU 2.0

UAlg plays aleading or co-leading role
in various activities of the SEA-EU 2.0
project, being the HEl responsible for
WP5 - Bridging the gap with society.

RESEARCH

Publications

2019-2023

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12t" August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 11
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 0.62
Citation count: 70

Portugal 2020 +and Algarve 2030
Programmes

The University of Algarve (UAlg) is
accredited under the Portugal 2020
Programme for its services in Research
and Technological Development (R&D),
Entrepreneurship, Internationalisation,
and Innovation. Key projects such as
the European Space Agency Business
Innovation Centre, Prototyping,
AGROPYME-AVANZA, and DIGITEC
Transfer assist entrepreneurs and
agrifood companies in developing more
profitable, competitive, and sustainable
business models. These initiatives are
implemented directly or in collaboration
with local, regional, national, and
international partners.

Collaboration

UAlg collaborates with members of
Algarve Active Aging (A3) to promote
creative and viable solutions that
enhance the quality of life and health for
older individuals, serving as a measure
to prevent poverty. The UAlg project
ALGACYCLE, funded under CRESC
Algarve 2020, ongoing in 2023, actively
develops new food preparations and
functional ingredients from algae,
enhancing and promoting a highly
resilient endogenous Portuguese
product. The Diversify Algarve 2030
project, carried out by CCDR Algarve

in partnership with the University of
Algarve and NERA, aimed to boost

the implementation of the Algarve
2030 Action Plan, accelerating the
diversification of the regional economic
base, training and qualifying regional
SMEs, through the investment in
Entrepreneurial Discovery Processes,
which foster regional competitiveness.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/pedagogical-innovation
https://www.ualg.pt/en/pedagogical-innovation
https://www.ualg.pt/en/peer-mentoring
https://www.ualg.pt/en/peer-mentoring
https://www.ualg.pt/en/soft-skills-life
https://www.ualg.pt/en/soft-skills-life
https://www.ualg.pt/en/soft-skills-life
https://www.ualg.pt/en/interculturality-and-mindfulness
https://www.ualg.pt/en/interculturality-and-mindfulness
https://mobilidade-aulp.org/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/european-university-seas
https://www.ualg.pt/en/european-university-seas
https://www.ualg.pt/portugal-2020
https://cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/prototyping/
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383948
https://www.portaldeempreendedorismo.pt/portal/estudos-e-projetos/digitec-transfer-transferencia-de-tecnologia-no-digital-innovation-hub-do-algarve/
https://www.algarveactiveageing.pt/membros/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/rd-projects-0?id=239876
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=372365
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Entrepreneurship and technology
transfer

CRIA, the Division of Entrepreneurship
and Technology Transfer at the
University of Algarve, supports the
entire academic community in areas

of entrepreneurship and technology
transfer. It provides assistance and
innovation to regional stakeholders,
either directly or through partnerships at
local, regional, national, and international
levels. This includes support to start-
ups and spin-offs companies and

for the establishment of sustainable
businesses.

COMMUNITY

Social support in the local
community

UAlg actively implements initiatives and
activities to enhance access to basic
services for everyone. These include
Volunteering opportunities, the Re-
Food project, and a range of educational
offerings such as undergraduate and

postgraduate studies, language
courses, seminars, conferences,
lectures, and free courses.
Additionally, the Active and Health
Ageing (A3) programme adopts

a comprehensive and innovative
approach to promote active and
healthy ageing in the Algarve.

Inclusive School

The Office for Students with Special
Educational Needs (NEE) supports
students with Special Educational
Needs by assessing needs,
coordinating measures and activities
with (teaching) staff, providing
information resources and training,
and promoting inclusivity to ensure
equal, quality education and a smooth
transition to independence.

GOVERNANCE

Representativity
UAlg actively participates in policy
decision-making at both national

and global levels, engaging with
organisations such as the Associacdo
das Universidades de Lingua
Portuguesa, Conselho de Reitores das
Universidades Portuguesas, Conselho
Coordenador dos Institutos Superiores
Politécnicos). At regional and local levels,
UAlg collaborates with the CCDR Algarve
to implement programmes and policies
aimed at eradicating poverty in all its
forms.

Local cooperation

The University of Algarve plays an
important role in the Algarve Social
Development Plan (PDSA) 2023~
2030, contributing to its framework
alongside key regional entities, e.g.


https://www.cria.pt/
https://www.portaldeempreendedorismo.pt/portal/empreendedorismo/spin-offs-e-start-ups/
https://www.portaldeempreendedorismo.pt/portal/empreendedorismo/spin-offs-e-start-ups/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/volunteering
https://www.ualg.pt/algarve-distinguido-como-centro-de-referencia-para-o-envelhecimento-ativo-e-saudavel
https://www.ualg.pt/algarve-distinguido-como-centro-de-referencia-para-o-envelhecimento-ativo-e-saudavel
https://www.ualg.pt/en/special-educational-needs-nee
https://www.ualg.pt/en/special-educational-needs-nee
https://aulp.org/
https://aulp.org/
https://aulp.org/
https://www.crup.pt/
https://www.crup.pt/
https://www.ccdr-alg.pt/site/
https://amal.pt/atividades/desenvolvimento-social
https://amal.pt/atividades/desenvolvimento-social
https://amal.pt/atividades/desenvolvimento-social

AMAL, the 16 municipalities of the
region, and various social institutions
(District Social Security Centre of Faro,
Social Security Institute) as well as
Regional Delegation of the IEFP, the
Regional Health Administration, and
the Algarve Regional Coordination

and Development Commission
(CCDR). To enhance the coherence and
effectiveness of social interventions,
while addressing identified weaknesses
and developing action programmes
with specific objectives and resources
for implementation.

Additionally, the UAlg V+ Volunteer
Group has established partnerships
with several institutions to help tackle
poverty and social exclusion.
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Furthermore, UAlg actively collaborated
in the development and participates

in the Regional Smart Specialization
Strategy (EREI), within the Algarve
2030 programme. This addresses
seven key areas, each aligned with
specific policy objectives and designed
to foster innovation and inclusivity

to create resilient communities and
enhance quality of life across the region.
Ensuring equal opportunities and
active participation in the workforce,
particularly for vulnerable groups,

thru lifelong learning, re-skilling, and

improved access to quality education and

services, while also strengthening the
role of culture and sustainable tourismin
economic development.

Photo: Bill wegener / Unsplash
Kampala, Uganda


https://www.ualg.pt/en/volunteering
https://algarve.portugal2030.pt/o-algarve-2030/
https://algarve.portugal2030.pt/o-algarve-2030/

[ 8] UNIVERSITY OF ALGARVE

Photo: Adobe Stock

Number and % of total of graduates in
agriculture and aquaculture including
sustainability subjects:

N° of Curricular Units taught
registered for SDG 2 and % of total:

Study programs
UAlg offers
(graduation, masters,
and PhD) and elective courses that focus
on food security issues, with emphasis
on food production and transformation, Food waste assessment and

@ environmental sciences,and marineand awareness
SUSTAINABLE rural resources. All UAIg degrees’ courses  The volume of food waste generated
DEVELOPMENT syllabiidentify the main contribution to from meals served at the university is

G’:.FAL the SDGs, namely SDG 2. assessed annually as part of an ongoing


https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa

collaboration between the Food

Engineering Department and

Social Services (SAS). This total is
calculated by evaluating the food
products procured by UAlg, sampling
waste from the Food Units, and
considering the total number of
meals served throughout the year.
In 2023, this analysis was conducted
separately for the canteens and

grill restaurants. The average food
waste during meal preparation
(pre-consumption) is estimated

at 9%, while post-consumption
waste stands at 17% for canteens
and 18% for grills . Compared to
2021and 2022, the number of
meals served has consistently risen,
although waste per meal has shown
a slight decline. Furthermore, the
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in collaboration with Re-food and the
Food Bank allows UAlg to distribute food
thatis not served in the canteens to
people and families in need.

Assessment 2021 2022 2023
Food Waste
(Metric tonnes) 3 o 52

Population 9086 10116 10928

From food by-products to compost
Collaboration between the Ecomposting
Project and UAlg V+ for the creation and
implementation of a composting station
in the Gambelas Campus aims to valorise
organic waste as high quality compost.

Empowering local producers with
food security and sustainable
production know-how
manages the University of the
Algarve’s incubator, named UALG TEC
START, which provides local farmers
and food producers with facilities (e.g.
laboratories, technology, equipment,
and plant stocks) to improve sustainable
farming and production practices. As a
result, many start-ups and spin-offs
have been developed, such as ,
BEQ, which are now reference companies
in the national and international markets
in which they operate. UAlg provides
access on food security and sustainable
agriculture and aquaculture knowledge,
skills or technology to local farmers and
food producers projects integrating a
market approach to SME development
in aquaculture ( );
and to support the
creation of new innovative companies
and the transfer of Technology and
Knowledge from UAlg researchers, labs
and R&D centres to the Market in the
RIS3 areas in the Algarve, including but
not limited to tourism, sea and agri-food;
in which one of the activities

is the identification of the training
needs of farmers and the development
of an online platform for training and
knowledge transfer; and

that aims to empower the various
stakeholders in the Mediterranean

area to adopt innovative practices in
developing new products and services
associated with the Mediterranean Diet.

Supporting food security and
healthy meals

In addition to food, accommodation and
health services, there are scholarships
for low-income students (social
support scholarships) and, under the
"+ Superior” programme. There is also
an emergency fund to help students
with financial difficulties. This fund
covers an Emergency Grant, a financial
contribution for occasional situations;

a Collaboration Scholarship, and co-
funding the costs of attending a study
cycle through the collaboration of the
student with UAlg activities. Those who
are unable to pay can still access these
services for free (here). Thousands

of high-quality, varied, and affordable
meals are served every day in the
cafeterias, canteens, and restaurants
of the SAS. The menus, planned under
the supervision of a nutritionist, include
a choice of meat, fish, or vegetarian
dishes. A full meal includes soup, main
course, bread, dessert (sweet or fruit)
and a drink (water or juice).


https://www.ualg.pt/en/volunteering
http://www.cria.pt/
https://www.sparos.pt/
https://www.carobworld.com/en/
https://grandcarob.com/
http://pharmaplant.eu/
https://s2aquacolab.pt/en
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/cria-start/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/cria-start/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/cria-tt-20/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/sabor-sur/
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383474
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GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

Ensure access to quality
healthcare and promote
well-being for all, at every
stage of life.

Photo: Robert Collins / Unsplash
Jacarta, Indonesia

TEACHING & LEARNING Improvement of pedagogical

strategies
2023/24 In 2023, UAlg became a member of
Number of graduates: 1725 a consortium comprising six higher
Number and % of total of graduates in education institutions (HEIs) offering
health professions: 407, 24% training for the Masters degreein
N° of Curricular Units taught Nursing with seven specializations
registered for SDG 3 and % of total: accredited by the Order of Nurses.
716;19%
Study programs RESEARCH

UAlg offers several degrees
(graduation, masters, and PhD) in
health sciences and medicine. Publications 2019-2023
(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12t August 2024)

Life skills development for all

UAlg develops professional guidance Scholarly output
courses/projects and successful (No. paper): 493
@ transitionin higher education. with Field-Weighted
SUSTAINABLE the aim of promoting the integration (Citation Impact): 1.37

DEVELOPMENT of students and supporting their well- Citation count: 8638

Gé«‘:.’:%ALS being.



https://www.ualg.pt/mentoria-por-pares
https://www.ualg.pt/competencias-para-vida
https://www.ualg.pt/competencias-para-vida
https://www.ualg.pt/competencias-para-vida
https://www.ualg.pt/competencias-para-vida

Collaborative Initiatives for
Ageing and Health

The University of Algarve (UAlg) is
an associate of the International
Centre on Ageing (CENIE). The
partnership is a collaboration
between the Universidad de

Salamanca and the Fundacion
General del Consejo Superior

de Investigaciones Cientificas in
Spain, the General Directorate

of Health and UAlg in Portugal.

Its objective is to address the
increasing life expectancy and
declining birth rates in European
(and global) populations, with the

aim of enabling individuals to enjoy a

longer, active and independent life.
The Algarve Biomedical Center
(ABC) is a consortium of CHUA and
UAlg, with the objective of creating,
communicating and disseminating
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research findings and providing services
with the aim of improving the health and
quality of life of the community.

COMMUNITY

Promoting Health and Well-being:
University of Algarve’'s Campus
Initiatives

The University of Algarve (UAlg) actively
improves and promotes health and
well-being across its campus, fostering
a healthy environment for students

and the entire university community.
Through various programmes, projects,
and initiatives, UAlg supports lifestyle
practices that enhance physical and
mental health. One notable initiative,

the FISU Healthy Campus Programme,
awarded UAlg a Platinum Certification for
two consecutive years, recognising its
exceptional commitment to a healthier
campus.

UAlg has also been honoured with the
"Healthy Eating in Higher Education”
Seal of Excellence, awarded by Portugal's
Directorate-General for Health (DGS).
This distinction acknowledges the
University's efforts to promote balanced,
sustainable dietary practices within the
university community.

Additionally, the Clinical Simulation
Centre at UAlg was inaugurated as part
of the "Closer Government " initiative,
alongside a Council of Ministers session
held in Faro. This facility serves as a key
resource in advancing hands-on clinical
training for healthcare students.

Volunteering

Some of the best practices were carried
out in the context of the volunteering
UAlg V+ group - University of Algarve
distinguished with “Voluntary Academy
Quality Seal 2023-2024", awarded by
CASES, Cooperativa Antonio Sergio para
a Economia Social, to several Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs) for the
work carried out within the scope of
volunteering.

UAlg collaborates with the Center for
Counselling and Early detection of UHIV/

AIDS Infection (CAD) the Association
for Family Planning (APF), and the
Students Union (AAUAIg) to implement
a comprehensive program focusing

on Family Planning and Sexual and
Reproductive Health.

GOVERNANCE

Representativity

The health and well-being of the
academic community is one of UALG's
greatest commitments, whichis why it
offers medical care in various specialties,
psychology, sports and cultural services.

Collaboration

UALG participates inimproving health
and well-being results, through
collaborations with educational and
health institutions in activities aimed

at primary and secondary school
students, in partnerships with the Faro
Diabetology Unit of the Algarve Hospital
and University Center (CHUA) and the
Association for the Study of Diabetes
Mellitus and Support for people with
diabetes in the Algarve. Promoted
nutritional advice consultations aimed
at different target audiences. UAlg and
CCDR Algarve, in collaboration with
other institutions, promote debates

on health and the Mediterranean Diet,
defending the Mediterranean Diet

as a healthy eating pattern and an

ally of environmental sustainability.
ESS promoted clarification and
encouragement actions regarding blood
donation, with the academic community,
in collaboration with the CHUA Blood
Service; Promoted awareness and
screening actions on stroke risk factors,
in collaboration with the CHUA Stroke
Unit; Developed actions to promote
health literacy in partnership with the
Municipal Library of Faro and a project
with the main objective of raising
awareness among elderly people about
theimportance of active and healthy
aging in partnership with the Parish
Council of S3o Bras de Alportel.


https://cenie.eu/pt
https://cenie.eu/pt
https://www.ualg.pt/algarve-biomedical-center-research-institute
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-distinguida-com-selo-de-excelencia-alimentacao-saudavel-no-ensino-superior
https://www.ualg.pt/centro-de-simulacao-clinica-foi-oficialmente-inaugurado-com-presenca-de-tres-ministros
https://www.ualg.pt/centro-de-simulacao-clinica-foi-oficialmente-inaugurado-com-presenca-de-tres-ministros
https://www.ualg.pt/en/volunteering
https://www.ualg.pt/universidade-do-algarve-distinguida-com-selo-de-qualidade-academia-voluntaria-2023-2024
https://www.ualg.pt/universidade-do-algarve-distinguida-com-selo-de-qualidade-academia-voluntaria-2023-2024
https://www.ualg.pt/unidade-movel-de-rastreio-do-vihsida-24
https://www.ualg.pt/unidade-movel-de-rastreio-do-vihsida-24
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/30.RelatorioAtividades_Gestao_2023_final.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/30.RelatorioAtividades_Gestao_2023_final.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php/?story_fbid=754101480163291&id=100066903370018
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php/?story_fbid=754101480163291&id=100066903370018
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QUALITY
EDUCATION

Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.

Photo: Adobe Stock

TEACHING & LEARNING successful activity to increase teaching

and learning quality linked to scientific

2023/24 outreach to convey scientific literacy to
Number and % of total of graduates in the public and may be considered as an
who gained a qualification that entitled = educational tool that can be used across
them to teach at primary school level: students' communities. This special
146;7.3% volume multilingue was extended from
Number and % of total of first- Algarve region to other regions in Europe
generation students starting a degree: where HEIs from Sustainable Horizons
677;32% consortia are located. These volumes

N° of Curricular Units taught registered  are available to general society, available
for SDG 4 and % of total: 2171, 58% in open access in the institutional

Repository, Sapientia
UAlgoritmo magazine: publication of

a special multilingual volume Refugees: Support to Ukrainian
@ One relevant activity led by UAIgin 2023  Universities and students’
SUSTAINABLE was the reinforcement of the UAlgoritmo  UAlg has been open to the students
DEVEhOPMENT magazine with the preparation of the fleeing from Ukraine since the beginning
GE‘.‘EAL first special volume multilingual a of the War. Among a total of 307


https://viewer.joomag.com/ualgoritmo-1-1/M0933552001568756991
https://viewer.joomag.com/ualgoritmo-1-1/M0933552001568756991
https://viewer.joomag.com/ualgoritmo-1-1/M0933552001568756991
https://sapientia.ualg.pt/bitstream/10400.1/12772/19/UALGORITMO 5.1 Julho 2023.pdf
https://sapientia.ualg.pt/bitstream/10400.1/12772/19/UALGORITMO 5.1 Julho 2023.pdf

requests for study, research or work

at UAlg between March 2022 and

October 2023, 195 consisted of 25

different nationalities, including 70

(22.5%) Ukrainian citizens, followed

by 39 Moroccan and 20 Nigerian

citizens. The University simplified
and adopted new procedures for the
enrolment and study for individuals
from Ukraine, including:

- Students who were enrolled in
Ukrainian universities at the onset
of the War;

- Individuals who completed their
high school education in Ukraine
and had not been

- enrolled on any higher education
institution;

- Researchers and professors
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who have been working at a higher

education institution;

- Students interested in doing mobility
to UAlg;

- People seeking Diploma Recognition.
Durmg 2023 UAlg hosted 10 student
refugees from Ukraine (7 of Ukrainian
nationality) enrolled into the Integrated
Master degree in Medicine (4
students), Economics (1student),
Design and Communications degree
(1student), Moving Image degree (1
student), Languages, Literatures and
Cultures degree (1student), Sports
degree (1student), and Dietetics and
Nutrition (1student). The first eight
students were already enrolled in
Ukrainian universities when the War
broke out, and the last two finished
schoolin Ukraine. UAlg also signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Odesal. |. Mechnikov National
University to promote cooperationin
the fields of education and academic
research. This includes the exchange of
information and materials; facilitation
of communication, networking and
arrangements made by faculty,
administration or student organization
leaders; organization of joint training,
summer programmes, language
courses, conferences and academic
programmes; facilitation of joint
research activities and publications;
mutual support in the field of
international promotion. Within the
European University of the Seas UAlg
also contributed with (PDF) SEA-EU
Alliance assistance to the academic
community in Ukraine that summarize
the join contribution of our alliance
concerning the contribution to the
quality of education also in areas
threated by war.

RESEARCH

Publications

2018-2022

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12t August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 88
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.98
Citation count: 901

Online and hands-on activities with
impact globally

In 2023, the University of the Algarve
(UAlg) made significant progress inits
internationalisation strategy through
the implementation of the "Alliance

of European Universities of the Seas”
(SEA-EU 2.0) project. The general aim
of this initiative is to consolidate the
strategic aggregation of the Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs) that form
the consortium, ultimately building a true
European University. The ultimate goal is
to establish a multi-campus university
with recognised legal status. The
consortium consists of nine European
higher education institutions, all with a
strong coastal focus.

This alliance enables the further
development of joint educational
programmes, fosters scientific research,
and simplifies the mobility process

for students seeking to advance their
academic careers. UAlg plays a leading
or co-leading role in various activities
within the SEA-EU 2.0 project, including
being responsible for WP5 — "Bridging
the Gap with Society.”


https://www.ualg.pt/comitiva-da-ualg-participa-no-future-leadership-forum-da-sea-eu#:~:text=No %C3%A2mbito da Alian%C3%A7a da Universidade Europeia dos Mares
https://www.ualg.pt/comitiva-da-ualg-participa-no-future-leadership-forum-da-sea-eu#:~:text=No %C3%A2mbito da Alian%C3%A7a da Universidade Europeia dos Mares
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Research and Societal Impact
Research at UAlg extends beyond the
academic sphere, reaching various
sectors of society. The university's
impact is felt both nationally and
internationally through numerous
ongoing projects:

ALGARVE-FSE+00326300 - CTeSP
cycle 23-25: This project aims to provide
technical, practical, and specialised
higher education training, preparing
students for professional activities in
specific areas of the labour market.

APECHE - Evaluation and Promotion
of Environmental Culture in Higher
Education: The main objective of the

APECHE project is to deepen the
understanding of environmental
literacy (LA) and environmental
awareness (CA) in Portuguese higher
education, contributing to their
enhancement. The project includes the
characterisation of LA levels and their
evolution, analysis of the variables that
most influence these outcomes—such
as the degree of CA incorporation—
and provides guidelines for better
performance.

UALgaritmo — Educational Tool for All:
An annually successful initiative that
contributes to improving the quality of
teaching and learning. This educational
tool is available in open access for all
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studentsin the Algarve region. In 2023,
volume 5.1 was published.

COMMUNITY

UAlg V+ Volunteering Activities:

UAlg organizes and carries out various
volunteering projects in cooperation with
NGOs and social institutions as part of
the UAlg V+ volunteering group. Among
the regular activitiesis a project aimed at
combating food waste and hunger in the
community by collecting and distributing
surplus food. The SPEAK FARO project

is another impactful initiative for

social inclusion, bringing together local
residents and newcomers (migrants and
refugees) in the same city.
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https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=393556
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=393556
https://viewer.joomag.com/ualgoritmo-51-julho-2023/0939467001689871652?short&
https://www.ualg.pt/en/volunteering

The University of the Algarve was
awarded the "Academia Voluntaria
2023-2024 Quality Seal” for its work
in the field of volunteering.

Teaching and Learning Award
The UAlg Teaching and Learning
Award, "Teacher of the Year
Honored by Students,” is presented
to teachers who stand out in
students’ overall evaluation of their
performance in surveys on the
perception of teaching and learning.

Pedagogical Innovation Support
Office

The main objectives of this office are
to promote initiatives and training

R
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processes that stimulate pedagogical
innovation, encourage practices

that contribute to the motivation of
teachers and the academic success of
UAlg students, and develop initiatives
and resources to promote school
success and prevent dropout. Several
initiatives have been promoted in new
technologies, teaching activities, and
training UAlg teachers to implement
innovative pedagogical practices using
these technologies.

The Pedagogical Innovation Support
Office (GAIP) was established in 2018
with the primary objective of promoting
initiatives and training processes that
stimulate pedagogical innovation. In
addition, the office is responsible for
encouraging practices that contribute
to the motivation of teachers and the
academic success of UAlg students.
Furthermore, GAIP is tasked with
developing initiatives and resources to
promote school success and prevent
student dropout. In order to achieve
these goals, a number of initiatives have
been implemented with the objective
of promoting the use of new (digital)
technologies, enhancing innovative
teaching pedagogical practices and
providing training for UAIg teachers.

Wellness Rooms

Two open-air classrooms were
constructed, equipped with projection
facilities, to be used for teaching
activities associated with sustainable
development in UAIg courses. These
initiatives were funded by the European
project SHEs-Sustainable Horizons.

Participatory Budget
The UAlg has allocated €80,000 to

Photo: Dom Fou / Unsplash
Aalto University, Espoo, Finland

the participatory budget, whichis
intended to benefit the academic
community by funding projects that
enhance well-being. This participatory
mechanism engages the various
faculties and schools, students’

union, services, and research centres,
recognising the value of their input
and capacity for reflection. The
initiative is designed to foster a sense
of belonging, encourage dialogue

and collective action for the common
good, promote respect for diverse
choices and enhance confidence in the
institution's management.

GOVERNANCE

Clinical Simulation Centre

The UAlg Clinical Simulation Centre
was inaugurated on March 1st, 2023,
as a project aimed at enhancing
clinical education and training, as well
as attracting investors and talent to
the Algarve. It also seeks to improve
healthcare provision, particularly for
the Algarve population. The center
will extend and modernize medical
education and clinical and biomedical
research at the University of the
Algarve.

New Programmes and Courses

As part of the Recovery and Resilience
Plan (PRR), a new master's degree and
six postgraduate programmes were
launched throughout 2023 in the fields
of Arts, Communication and Heritage;
Health; and Social Sciences and
Education. These new courses, like the
ones previously established, are part
of the UAlg+Skills4all project, providing
incentive grants for new students.


https://www.ualg.pt/universidade-do-algarve-distinguida-com-selo-de-qualidade-academia-voluntaria-2023-2024
https://www.ualg.pt/universidade-do-algarve-distinguida-com-selo-de-qualidade-academia-voluntaria-2023-2024
https://www.ualg.pt/boas-praticas-ualg#:~:text=O Pr%C3%A9mio Boas Pr%C3%A1ticas da Universidade do Algarve permite a
https://www.ualg.pt/boas-praticas-ualg#:~:text=O Pr%C3%A9mio Boas Pr%C3%A1ticas da Universidade do Algarve permite a
https://www.ualg.pt/en/pedagogical-innovation
https://www.ualg.pt/en/pedagogical-innovation
https://www.ualg.pt/inovacao-pedagogica
https://www.ualg.pt/inovacao-pedagogica
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2024-04/relatorio-de-atividades-2023.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-e-primeira-universidade-em-portugal-lancar-um-orcamento-participativo
https://www.ualg.pt/centro-de-simulacao-clinica-foi-oficialmente-inaugurado-com-presenca-de-tres-ministros
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-reforca-oferta-formativa-com-novos-cursos-no-ambito-do-prr
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-reforca-oferta-formativa-com-novos-cursos-no-ambito-do-prr
https://www.ualg.pt/bolsas-e-incentivos
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GENDER
EQUALITY

Achieve gender equality

and empower all women
and girls.

Photo: Betzy Arosemena / Unsplash
Pride parade, Panama City, Panama
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TEACHING & LEARNING

2023/24

Number and % of first-generation
women starting a degree: 1149,

Number of female graduates by

subject area (STEM, Medicine, Arts &
Humanities/Social Sciences): Total-
1779

No. of Curricular Units taught registered
for SDG 5 and % of total: 388; 11%

To attend Higher Education UAIg has
the UAlg Peer Mentoring Program,
which responds to the difficulties and
challenges of the students in the first
year. School dropout and academic
failure are among the priorities of the

UAlg. Peer Mentoring program award
was recognized in 2023 as good practice
on the UAlg, promoting in 2023/2024
measures and activities for students
that help in the integration.

For the twelfth consecutive year,
students who entered the UAlg through
the CNA, were distinguished with the
award of excellence scholarships,
totalling 117 students. The scholarship
fully pays the tuition fee for the 1st year
of the bachelor’s or integrated master's
degree.

Special rights for students' mother and
father's statutes
Student mothers and fathers with


https://www.ualg.pt/en/peer-mentoring
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/Premio_boas_praticas_ualg_2023_Programa de Mentoria por Pares da Universidade do Algarve.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-promove-atividades-de-integracao-aos-novos-estudantes-20232024
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-promove-atividades-de-integracao-aos-novos-estudantes-20232024
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2024-04/relatorio-de-atividades-2023.pdf

children up to 5 years of age and
especially young pregnant women, or
women who have recently given birth
or are breastfeeding, enjoy special
rights so they can easily.

reconcile their studies and
participation in academic life with
family life. Some of these special rights
are extended until children are 12 years
old, or if there are special care needs.
Measures are underway to improve
learning performance in general

(all genders), including support
programmes in mathematics, and

life skills development courses

and activities, time management,
stress management and study
methodologies.
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RESEARCH

Publications 2019-2023
(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August 2024)

Scholarly output (No. paper): 17
Field-Weighted

(Citation Impact): 1.53

Citation count: 177

Women TechEU program

The expressTEC, a spin-off incubated at
the University of Algarve, was one of the
seven Portuguese technology-based
companies led by women selected for
the Women TechEU program

To honour its researchers in the field of
Chemistry, UAlg joined the global event
promoted by the International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) the
Global Women's Breakfast 2023 (GWB
2023), anetworking event between
women chemists from all over the world
(Link 2).

As a way to promote inclusion, UAG
organized the 2nd edition of the "UAlg
Inclusive Run and Walk", a solidarity
initiative that arises within the scope

of the European University of the Seas
(SEA-EU), a consortium composed of
nine European universities, which UAlg is
also part of (Link 3).

COMMUNITY

Student mothers and fathers with
children up to 5 years of age and
especially young pregnant women, or
women who have recently given birth or
are breastfeeding, enjoy special rights
so they can easily reconcile their studies
and participation in academic life with
family life (see article 29°, pages 5 and
6,inlink 1- Regulations on the Statutes
and Special Rights of Students of the
University of Algarve). Some of these
special rights are extended until children
with 12 years old, or if there are special
care needs.

GOVERNANCE

UAlg monitors yearly the Inclusive
Gender Equality Plan UAlg

Within the scope of the 2023 Inclusive
Equality report, the perception study
conducted with students aimed to
explore their views regarding the
institution’s concern and involvement in
addressing gender (in)equality, as well
as to understand students’ experiences
with insults or verbal provocations
directed at them. The sample consisted
of 148 participants who responded

to an online questionnaire between
October 6 and November 22,2023.
The results show overall very positive
perceptions of an inclusive climate
within the institution, with participants
indicating that they feel welcomed and
respected. In contrast, perceptions of
inequality, whether related to gender
or other forms of discrimination,

were reported as relatively low.
Additionally, offensive behaviours,
such as insults or provocations, were
perceived as occurring infrequently,
reflected in averages significantly
below the midpoint of the scale used
to measure these behaviours. These
findings suggest that, in the students’
perception, the university environment
predominantly promotes a climate

of respect and equality, with low
occurrences of discriminatory conduct.

5
45
4
35
3
25

Climate of Perception Offesive
equality/inclusion  of inequality behaviour
Male @ Femdle @ Total

Averages of student perceptions, by
gender Note: Response leveis, trom 1to 7


https://www.ualg.pt/spin-incubada-na-ualg-vai-receber-75-mil-euros-do-programa-women-techeu
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-participa-no-global-womens-breakfast
https://www.ualg.pt/estao-abertas-inscricoes-para-2a-edicao-da-corrida-e-caminhada-inclusiva-da-ualg
https://www.ualg.pt/estao-abertas-inscricoes-para-2a-edicao-da-corrida-e-caminhada-inclusiva-da-ualg
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/ualg.pt/files/seccoes/sacad/regulamento_estatutos_especiais.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-12/firstanualreport.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-12/firstanualreport.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2024-06/planoigualdadedegeneroualg2023en.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2024-06/planoigualdadedegeneroualg2023en.pdf
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CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

Ensure availability and
sustainable management
of clean drinking water
and sanitation for all.

Photo: Adobe Stock

TEACHING & LEARNING of Rural Areas; and Urban Water Cycle.

At doctorate level: Agricultural and

2023724 Environmental Science; Biotechnological
No. of Curricular Units taught Sciences; Marine, Earth and
registered for SDG 6 and % Environmental Sciences.
of total: 94; 3%
Study programmes RESEARCH
The university offers study
programmes contributing to
ensure availability and sustainable Publications 2019-2023
management of water and sanitation, (Data source: Scopus, data
namely the bachelors in: Food retrieved on 12" August 2024)
Engineering; Marine and Coastal
Management. At master level: Marine Scholarly output
and Coastal Systems; the Erasmus (No. paper): 182
@ Mundus in Applied Ecohydrology; Field-Weighted
SUSTAINABLE Erasmus Mundus in Coastal Hazards (Citation Impact): 1.32
DEVELOPMENT - Risks, Climate Change Impacts and Citation count: 3106

Gé«‘:.’:%ALS Adaption; Sustainable Management


https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1445
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1445
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1827
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1827
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1740
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1740
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1931
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1931
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1677
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1677
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1743
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1826
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1826
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1668
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1668
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1562
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1562

UAlg is actively engaged

in advancing research and
innovation in alighment with
SDG 6, providing meaningful
contributions to address the
outlined challenges

UAlg's UNESCO Chair in Ecohydrology:
water for ecosystems and societies
(UAIg honored with UNESCO Chair

[ University of Algarve) aims to
cooperate with universities, institutes,
and other stakeholders, all over the
world, to develop education and
research solutions that tackle the
increasing worldwide degradation of
aquatic ecosystems in the topic of
aquatic ecosystems management,
with particular emphasis on
ecohydrology.
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Research unit CENSE-UAlg is

dedicated to the development of
innovative solutions that address the
complexities of drinking water quality,
water sustainable management,
wastewater treatment and sanitation,
and the broader water cycle, engaged

in groundbreaking projects covering a
large spectrum of water-related issues.
Headquartered at UAlg, the Portuguese
Chapter of the International
Association of Hydrogeologists, a
scientific and educational charitable
organisation aims to connect scientists,
engineers, water managers and other
water professionals, regarding to
improve the groundwater knowledge,
aiming for sustainable management

to addressed populations needs
worldwide, as well as protecting water
resources and hydrological equilibrium.
The research projectsin which UAlg

is currently involved related to clean
water and sanitation amounts to a total
investment of over eight million euros.
It is also a consultant to regional and
local authorities in matters related to
water and wastewater management
and to adaptation to climate change.

COMMUNITY

UAlg has actively been collaborating in
the preparation, follow-up, and scientific
council of international, national,

and regional bodies. As an example,

UAlg joinin 2023 the Association of
municipalities ODSLOCAL proposed by
the Loulé Adapta initiative (Municipality
of Loulé)in the context of the Circular
Water Economy another environmental
measures (Rede de Municipios para

a Adaptacao Local as Alteracoes
Climaticas (RMpALAC), which currently
includes 31Portuguese municipalities
with Local Climate Change Adaptation
Strategies and/or Plans. UAlg also
cooperates with national and regional
agencies, including the Environmental
Portuguese Agency, supporting some
of its initiatives as the Volunteering

for water . At international level, UAlg
directly cooperates with Angola trough
aresearch project regarding L uanda Bay
water quality and with Morocco, Algeria
and Spain trough egroundwater research
project.

Examples of activities are H20
sustainable summit 2023 aimed to


https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-honored-unesco-chair
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-honored-unesco-chair
https://portugal.iah.org/en/about-us
https://portugal.iah.org/en/about-us
https://portugal.iah.org/en/about-us
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ramp-projects
https://odslocal.pt/
http://www.louleadapta.pt/
http://www.louleadapta.pt/
https://voluntariadoambientalagua.apambiente.pt/Site/FrontOffice/default.aspx
https://voluntariadoambientalagua.apambiente.pt/Site/FrontOffice/default.aspx
https://ccmar.ualg.pt/en/project/luandawaterfront-luanda-bay-ecological-assessment-waterfront-based-approach-reduce
https://ccmar.ualg.pt/en/project/luandawaterfront-luanda-bay-ecological-assessment-waterfront-based-approach-reduce
https://egroundwater.com/
https://www.h2o-sustainability-hub.com/summit-2023-edition
https://www.h2o-sustainability-hub.com/summit-2023-edition
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accelerate and innovate in the areas

of water, sustainability, and circular
economy, involving Municipalities,
Institutions, Companies, STARTUPS,
Universities, and Research Centers

in a collaborative ecosystem, and the
International Colloquium O patrimonio
da agua no Mediterraneo Ocidental:
Sistemas de captacdo, distribuicdo e
gestdo da agua" organized by UAlg.

GOVERNANCE

Volume of water used in the
university 2023: Inbound
(treated/ extracted water):
35874 m?

Campus population:
10928 people
Water consumption
per person: 3.3 m3

Managing water and wastewater
All the academic community has
free access to drinking water at bars

and canteens, as also in the exterior
water fountains. UAlg also promotes

a campaign to reduce plastic that
encourages the academic community to
bring their own cup or reusable bottle.
The potable water at UAIg comes from a
centralized water treatment plant under
the responsibility of the public company
Aguas do Algarve. Fagar is the municipal
company tasked with water distribution,
as well as urban wastewater collection
and transportation to wastewater
treatment plants also operated by Aguas
do Algarve. Therefore, all wastewater

produced at UAlg is collected by the
municipal system and treated (tertiary
treatment level) before being discharged
into the environment.

UAlg has established laboratory
procedures to proactively prevent the
contamination of wastewater with
substances that could pose potential
risks to the environment or public health.
Measures for controlling water waste
have been put into place as part of the
UAlg's unwavering commitment to

the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) as stated in the Plano Estratégico


https://www.ualg.pt/o-patrimonio-da-agua-no-mediterraneo-ocidental-e-tema-em-coloquio-internacional
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-plastic
https://www.aguasdoalgarve.pt/
https://fagar.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/Plano Estrat%C3%A9gico 2022-2025_VF.pdf
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Photo: Adobe Stock

2022-2025, Buildings are equipped and events, Working Group UAIg+ Ugando, Africa
with water-savings sensors and drip Sustainable and Healthy encourages Janda
irrigation is installed in the green areas. mindful water usage on campus andin

Rainwater is collected and used at green  the surrounding community.
areas irrigation and maintenance. Most
of the plants present at UAlg exteriors
are native and drought-tolerant plants.
As part of the "Together We Protect”
project UAlg with ZOOMARINE, nearly
5000 native plants were planted in bare
spots on the Gambelas campus in 2021,
2022 and 2023 as recompense for those
that were taken out during infrastructure
building. Through R&D initiatives


https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/Plano Estrat%C3%A9gico 2022-2025_VF.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7S2WX4Rtm4
https://www.ualg.pt/operacao-montanha-verde-voltar-plantar-para-voltar-proteger
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-sustainable-and-healthy
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-sustainable-and-healthy
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Photo: Karsten Wiirth / Unsplash
Biedesheim, Germany

participate in the research projects,

either through research grants (for

undergraduates) or through Research
No. of Curricular Units taught registered  Integration Internships (for students).
for SDG 7 and %

of total:

Study programmes
Our training offer includes bachelorsin

,and
in :the masters
in
1 the
post-graduate courses in Adaptation
to Climate Change and Mitigation, in
,in
Design and Rapid Prototyping;in
@ ;

SUSTAINABLE in ;and in several open
DEVELOPMENT courses. Sustainable energy use
GS«‘SALS Our students are motivated to UAlg is dedicated to the advancement


https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1524
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1441
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1782
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1782
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1779
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1778
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1778
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1774

of energy-efficient technology
and policies, as well as sustainable

energy. The project aimed to
address the issue of summertime
traffic congestion in the Huelva and
Algarve by designing and testing
a network of recharging stations
powered by renewable energy
sources and light electric vehicles.
The goal of the
project was to identify energy- and
carbon-efficient solutions for cities,
islands, and remote locations. In
order to facilitate the sharing of
technological expertise, project
established a permanent
cluster of national HUBs in the blue
energy industry. As a partner in
the project, UAlg aims to
increase the use and administration
of renewable energy through the
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use of storage systems and information
and communication technologies, as well
as energy efficiency and sustainability in
commercial and residential microgrids.

The Entrepreneurship and Technology
Transfer division ( ) encourages
entrepreneurship and technology
transfer, particularly that
foster and support alow-carbon
economy/technology and extends this
support to all regional agents wherever
innovation is recognized.
UAlg promotes the communication
of clean energy and energy-efficient
technology policies by hosting
workshops such as the
“Science, + Europe” days; the 1st Winter
Seminar in "Energy Systems in Housing
and Hotels"; and the public Presentation
Sessions of the
and the National

Energy and Climate Plan (2030). Project

— non-intrusive water
desalination proposed, in collaboration
with the Association of Residents of the
Island of Culatra, the development of a
non-intrusive desalinization prototype,
using surplus of local photovoltaic
production.

UAlg as abody has a policy in

place for ensuring all renovations

/ new builds are following energy
efficiency standards

In 2022 UAlg has taken numerous
measures in this field to improve the
energy efficiency of its buildings, monitor
energy consumption, and produce

energy. Every new building or renovation
is implemented with a photovoltaic
power station at the top. See “Iniciativa
Estratégica 4.4: Instalacdes e
equipamentos”, See “Acao: Promover

e acompanhar a construcao das novas
infraestruturas in the

Sustainable energy production and
consumption

The University's Activity Plans include
the goal of efficient energy use and the
generation of electricity from renewable
sources.

A commissionis in charge of conducting
energy audits for the Campiand
recommending measures to reduce
consumption and increase energy
production.

Every new building or building renovation
considers the installation of rooftop
photovoltaic power stations. Common
lamps are being ,and
the vehicle fleet is being replaced by
electric vehicles.


https://itg.es/en/proyectos_de_i_d_i/t2ues-2/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/projeto-europeu-local4green/
https://pelagos.interreg-med.eu/
http://institucional.us.es/agerar/pt/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/projeto-europeu-local4green/
https://www.ualg.pt/tecnologia-desenvolvida-na-ualg-promove-eficiencia-energetica-na-hotelaria
https://www.ualg.pt/seminario-sistemas-energeticos-na-habitacao-e-na-hotelaria
https://www.ualg.pt/apresentacao-do-roteiro-para-neutralidade-carbonica-e-do-plano-nacional-energia-e-clima
https://www.ualg.pt/apresentacao-do-roteiro-para-neutralidade-carbonica-e-do-plano-nacional-energia-e-clima
https://culatra2030.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-05/ualgrelatorioatividades2022cgvf.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-05/ualgrelatorioatividades2022cgvf.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/noticias?page=23
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DECENT WORK
AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH

Promote inclusive and
sustainable economic growth,
full and productive employment
and decent work for all.

ad
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TEACHING & LEARNING Services Management; Hospitality

Management and Administration;

2023/24 Human Resources Management;
No. of Curricular Units taught registered = Management and Evaluation
for SDG 8 and % in Healthcare Technologies;
of total: 1277, 34% Management, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation; Marketing Management;
Study programmes Quality Management and Agro-food
The university offers alarge number Marketing; School Management and
of courses addressing the domains of Administration; Sociology; Sustainable
decent work and economic growth, Management of Rural Areas; Tax
particularly in the fields of economics, Management; Tourism Economics and
management, and sociology. These Regional Development; and Tourism
courses include bachelor’s degrees in: Organizations Management. PhD
Business Administration; Economics; studies include those in: Economic and
@ Management; and Sociology. Management Sciences; Quantitative
SUSTAINABLE The offer at master level is vast, Methods Applied to Economics and
DEVEhOPMENT including: Accounting; Business Management; Sociology; and Tourism.
GE«‘EAL Management; Finance; Health Care Some of these degrees are taught in


https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1439
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1440
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1783
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1442
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1553
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1551
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1551
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1554
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1467
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1467
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1699
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1699
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1700
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1672
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1672
https://www.ualg.pt/curso/1786
https://www.ualg.pt/curso/1786
https://www.ualg.pt/curso/1786
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/3000

English and recruit a considerable

number of international students.

RESEARCH

Publications
2019-2023

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August
2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 221
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.30
Citation count: 2532
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UAlg is committed to sustainable
development, including social wellbeing
and socially responsible economic
development. Examples of projects
along these lines include:

CABFishMAN (Conserving Atlantic
Biodiversity by Supporting Innovative
Small-scale Fisheries Co—management),
contributing to the preservation of the
marine environment and resources,
through the promotion and management
of small-scale fisheries in the Northeast
Atlantic.

MONITUR (Observation and monitoring
of the Algarve tourist destination),
building an integrated and holistic
evaluation model to measure and
monitor the development of sustainable
tourismin the Algarve.

COMMUNITY

UAlg upholds democratic principles,
encourages freedom of expression
and participation, and maintains close
ties with its community. It recognizes
labour unions and labour rights,
including freedom of association and

collective bargaining, for all, including
women and international staff. The
Economic and Social Council, with 12
external representatives, fosters UAIg's
relationship with regional environments,
including labour associations. UAlg staff
is also participating actively in Unions of
workers

UAlg's commitment to gender equality
is evident inits balanced gender

ratio among teaching staff whichis
annual monitored in detailed reports.
Additionally, the university's Quality
Manual ensures the quality of human
resources, materials, and support
services.

The university has a strong focus on
entrepreneurship to foster economic
development, through CRIA (Division

of Entrepreneurship and Technology
Transfer of the University of Algarve).

In terms of the relationship with
companies, the UAIg participates in two
collaborative laboratories (CoLabs): The
S2AQUA dedicated to sustainable and
intelligent aquaculture, and the KIPT
addressing knowledge and innovationin
tourism.

Between 2022 and 2023, UAlg
experienced notable changes concerning


https://www.cabfishman.net/
https://monitur.ualg.pt/en/home/
https://www.ualg.pt/jose-moreira-e-o-novo-presidente-do-sindicato-nacional-do-ensino-superior
https://www.ualg.pt/jose-moreira-e-o-novo-presidente-do-sindicato-nacional-do-ensino-superior
https://www.ualg.pt/en/gender-equality-inclusivity-plan
https://www.ualg.pt/en/gender-equality-inclusivity-plan
https://www.ualg.pt/en/gender-equality-inclusivity-plan
https://www.ualg.pt/transferencia-de-tecnologia-e-empreendedorismo
https://www.s2aquacolab.pt/
https://kipt.pt/en/
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Metric / Indicator
Number of employees
Number of academic staff

University expenditure

Community

2022

1228

602

2023

1298

585

54.620.804 € 59.565.646 €

Proportion of students taking work placements 12%

Number of students

8069

Number of students with work placements for more than a month 942

Proportion of employees on secure contracts 83%

Number of employees

1228

Number of employees on contracts of over 24 months 1016

community members, including
students and staff members.

One of the most significant areas

of expansion was in the number of
employees. In 2022, the University
had a total of 1,228 employees, which
increased to 1,298 in 2023, marking a
5.7% growth.

However, in contrast to the increase
in overall employees, the number

of academic staff slightly declined,
changing from 602in 2022 to 585 in
2023,

The University's financial expenditure
also saw a considerable increase
during this period. In 2022, the total
expenditure was €54.6 million, which

rose to €59.6 millionin 2023, an
increase of around 9%.

In 2022, there were 8,069 students,
and by 2023, this number had risen
to 8,706, reflecting a 7.9% increase
in the student body. This growth
aligns with the broader trend of
increasing institutional capacity, as
seenin therise in total employees
and expenditure. Furthermore, the
number of students participating in
work placements lasting more than
one month saw a substantial jump,
from 942in 2022 to 1,116 in 2023, an
18.5% increase. This is based on the
effort of UAIg to enhance practical
learning opportunities for students,

13%

8706

M6

89%

1298

150

integrating more experiential education
through work placements. In terms of
employment stability, the number of
employees with secure contracts—those
lasting more than 24 months—also
increased, from 1,016 in 2022 to 1,150 in
2023, representing a 13.2% rise, thus,
actively improving job security for its
staff.

In summary, from 2022 to 2023, the
University saw growth in its community,
including workforce, student body, and
financial expenditure, while also placing
a greater emphasis on student work
placements and securing long-term
employment for its staff.



GOVERNANCE

UAlg complies with the current
legislation regarding equal pay for work
of equal value and equal opportunities
for all, as established inits Plan for
Gender Equality. As shown in Statutes,
the administration and governance

is based on respect for identity,
encouraging the free expression of
ideas and opinions, and guaranteeing
freedom of scientific, and technological
creation. It stimulates the participation
of all university bodies in common
academic life and promotes a close
connection between its activities and
the community in which it is integrated.
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The university has an Ethics Committee
open to appeals from any member of the
academic community. The Economic and
Social Council is an external consultation
body to promote relations between UAlg
and regional environments.
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https://www.ualg.pt/en/gender-equality-inclusivity-plan
https://www.ualg.pt/en/gender-equality-inclusivity-plan
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2022-12/estatutos-ualg2022.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ethics-committee
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LA
INNOVATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

Build resilient infrastructure,
promote inclusive and
sustainable industrialisation
and foster innovation.

Photo: Adobe Stock

TEACHING & LEARNING

2023/24

No. of Curricular Units taught
registered for SDG 9 and %
of total: 784, 21%

Study programmes
UAlg offers a consolidated portfolio
of courses in the scope of basic exact
sciences (mathematics, chemistry,
and biology), engineering, biomedicine,
information technologies, education
sciences, social sciences, economy, and
tourism which prepare students to work
and contribute to industrial activities,
challenge them to think outside of the
box and promote innovation within
@ the scope of their future professional
SUSTAINABLE activities. UAlg provides offers ranging
E‘gﬁk@%‘fg from (?pen courses, professional Higher
Za Technical Courses, undergraduate

(1st cycle degrees), to master (2nd

cycle degrees), to doctorates (3rd cycle
degrees). The classes in these programs
are mostly practical and problem-solving
focused, and they all have linkages to the
industry.

RESEARCH

Publications

2019-2023

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 173
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.39
Citation count: 2787



https://www.ualg.pt/curso/1674
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1565
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1413
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1478
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1915
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1932
https://www.ualg.pt/curso/1448
https://www.ualg.pt/curso/1448

Number of university spin-offs
established at least 3 years ago
that are still active: 92

The following analysis (Table
1) presents a breakdown of
research income from industry
and commerce activities by
subject area for the University
of Algarve (UAlg) in the years
2022 and 2023.Bothinthe
STEM and Arts & Humanities/
Social Sciences fields, there
was a decrease inincome.
Conversely, the medical
sciences demonstrated a
positive trend, with income
increasing from €95,972in
2022 to €131,742.81in 2023.
This represents a notable
growth inincome and a strong
performance in this field.
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Table 1
UAlg research income from industry
and commerce by subject area

Number of academic

staff by subject area e 2023

Science, Technology,
Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM)

597584 € 290637,33€

Medicine 95972€ 13174281€

Arts & Humanities/

e 583042€ 23342716 €
Social Sciences

Total 1026582 € 65580730 €

Table 2 illustrates the number of
academic staff by subject area at the
University of Algarve (UAlg) in 2023,
with a comparison to the figures from
2022. While there were slight decreases
in the number of academic staff in the
Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) subject area, down
by 7.79%, and in the Arts & Humanities/
Social Sciences area, which decreased
by 1.20%, the number of academic staff
in the Medicine subject areaincreased
by 7.69%. This reflects a noteworthy
expansion in this area.

Table 2
Numbers of academic staff by
subject area.

Number of academic 2023 Relative
staff by subject area t02022

Science, Technology,
Engineering and 225 -1.19%
Mathematics (STEM)

Medicine 12 +1.69%

Arts & Humanities/

Social Sciences 246 -120%

Figure1
Numbers of patents

2023

2022

0 2 4 6 8 10

Male @ Female

UAlg's research units focus on subjects
with significant industrial applications,
focusing on innovative approaches,
standing out for using cutting-edge
methods to advance science and benefit
society

The University of Algarve (UAIg) plays

akey rolein cutting-edge research

in areas such as rare diseases,

neurodegenerative disorders, and

cancer, contributing significantly to
scientific advancement.
Secured €1million to develop gene
therapy for arare disease.

. Published research identifying a new
protein as a therapeutic target for two
rare neurodegenerative diseases.

- Research on DNA methylation
patterns providing new insights into
breast cancer pathology.

- Study on protein alterations that help
preserve muscle function during aging,
published in Nature Communications.

- Nature Cancer study revealing
genomic instability in transmissible
bivalve cancers.

COMMUNITY

Contribution to Innovation and
Sustainability

The University of Algarve (UAlg)

is engaged in various projects that
contribute directly to sustainability

and innovation. One highlight is the
"“Culatra 2030 — Sustainable Energy
Community" project, which won the
“Green Energy" category of the VISAO
+ Aguas de Portugal Green Awards. This
initiative aims to transform Culatra Island
into a sustainable energy community,
promoting the energy transition and
reducing the region’s carbon footprint.
UAlg also made strides in rare disease
research, with Clévio Nobrega, from the


https://www.ualg.pt/investigador-da-ualg-recebe-1-milhao-de-euros-para-estudar-doencas-raras-em-criancas
https://www.ualg.pt/investigadores-descobrem-proteina-crucial-no-desenvolvimento-de-doencas-neurodegenerativas
https://www.ualg.pt/investigadores-descobrem-proteina-crucial-no-desenvolvimento-de-doencas-neurodegenerativas
https://www.ualg.pt/investigadores-da-ualg-revelam-potencial-biomarcador-para-o-cancro-da-mama
https://www.ualg.pt/investigadores-da-ualg-revelam-potencial-biomarcador-para-o-cancro-da-mama
https://www.ualg.pt/descoberto-mecanismo-envolvido-na-perda-de-funcao-muscular-associada-ao-envelhecimento
https://www.ualg.pt/genomas-de-cancros-de-bivalves-tem-instabilidade-genomica-nao-observada-noutros-cancros
https://www.ualg.pt/genomas-de-cancros-de-bivalves-tem-instabilidade-genomica-nao-observada-noutros-cancros
https://www.ualg.pt/culatra-2030-vence-premios-verdes-visao-grupo-aguas-de-portugalenergias-verdes
https://www.ualg.pt/culatra-2030-vence-premios-verdes-visao-grupo-aguas-de-portugalenergias-verdes
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Algarve Biomedical Center Research
Institute (ABC-RI), securing €1million to
develop gene therapy for rare childhood
diseases.

Entrepreneurship and Technology
Transfer

UAlg reinforces its commitment to
knowledge transfer and innovation
throughits CRIA — Entrepreneurship
and Technology Transfer Division. A
recent success includes expressTEC,

a UAlg-incubated startup, which won
the “Altice International Innovation
Award 2023" with the "expressPIK"
project. This project offers diagnostic
solutions for personalized breast cancer
treatments, demonstrating the impact
of technological innovation in healthcare.
Moreover, the 2nd Edition of the Algarve
Tech Hub Summit, held at UAIg's Penha
Campus in 2023, showcased UAlg's role
in promoting technological innovation in
the region, attracting investors, digital
nomads, and companies interested in
joining the Algarve's tech ecosystem.

Education and International
Collaboration

UAlg also fosters international
collaboration and knowledge transfer.
The UP BLUE BRITE project, funded
by FLAD, enabled activities in the
United States to explore innovative

approaches to sustainable blue
growth. Additionally, the SHEs
project, supported by Horizon Europe,
welcomed researchers from the
University of Seville to collaborate
oninnovative solutions focusing

on circular economy practices and
resource optimization.

Contribution to Sustainable
Growth and Competitiveness
UAlg is playing a key rolein
fostering sustainable growth and
competitiveness in small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
through the AGROPYME AVANZA
AAA project. Launched in January
2023 and co-financed by the
Interreg Spain—Portugal Program,
this cross-border initiative aims to
strengthen the innovation ecosystem
by promoting cooperation between
Spain and Portugal. The project
focuses on digitalization, enhancing
the competitiveness of SMEs, and
driving productive investments,
especially for micro and small
enterprises. Its ultimate goal is to
boost sustainable job creation and
economic development in the region.

Promoting Digital Transformation
and Innovation
The DIGITEC Transfer projectis

" =

/
\

another initiative that underscores
UAlg's commitment to regional
innovation. Through this project, UAlg
is advancing the digitalization of
companies in the Algarve, aligned with
the strategy of the Digital Innovation
Hub. The project stimulates the
transfer of technology and knowledge
from regional research institutions to
businesses, enhancing their capacity
for innovation and competitiveness.
This initiative is crucial in modernizing
the regional economy and fostering
technological growth among local
enterprises.
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https://www.sulinformacao.pt/2023/12/startup-incubada-na-ualg-vence-premio-altice-international-innovation-award-2023/
https://www.sulinformacao.pt/2023/12/startup-incubada-na-ualg-vence-premio-altice-international-innovation-award-2023/
https://www.sulinformacao.pt/2023/12/startup-incubada-na-ualg-vence-premio-altice-international-innovation-award-2023/
https://www.sulinformacao.pt/2023/12/startup-incubada-na-ualg-vence-premio-altice-international-innovation-award-2023/
https://www.sulinformacao.pt/2023/12/startup-incubada-na-ualg-vence-premio-altice-international-innovation-award-2023/
https://fct.ualg.pt/2a-edicao-do-algarve-tech-hub-summit
https://fct.ualg.pt/2a-edicao-do-algarve-tech-hub-summit
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-da-ualg-permitem-explorar-formas-inovadoras-de-crescimento-azul-sustentavel
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/agropyme-avanza-aaa-inovacao-digitalizacao-e-sustentabilidade-nas-pme-do-setor-agroalimentar-nas-eurorregiao-aaa/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/agropyme-avanza-aaa-inovacao-digitalizacao-e-sustentabilidade-nas-pme-do-setor-agroalimentar-nas-eurorregiao-aaa/
https://www.cria.pt/estudos-e-projetos/digitec-transfer-transferencia-de-tecnologia-no-digital-innovation-hub-do-algarve/

GOVERNANCE

Creating conditions to innovate
UAlg continues to strengthenits
infrastructure for innovation with

two key initiatives. First, the Clinical
Simulation Center at the University
of Algarve was officially inaugurated
on March 1st, 2023, in the presence of
the Minister of Science, Technology
and Higher Education, the Minister of
Health, and the Minister of Territorial

Cohesion. This facility, part of the “Closer

Government” initiative, will provide
cutting-edge simulation training for
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healthcare professionals, supporting
advancements in clinical education
and healthcare delivery in the Algarve
region.

Additionally, on July 13th, 2023,

the first stone was laid for the new
technological center at the Algarve
International Autodrome. This €3.4
million project aims to boost research
and innovation in mobility, energy, and
sustainability. It represents a strategic
investment in enhancing the Algarve's
capabilities in high-tech sectors and
further positioning the region as a hub
for technological development.

Photo: Adobe Stock


https://www.ualg.pt/centro-de-simulacao-clinica-foi-oficialmente-inaugurado-com-presenca-de-tres-ministros
https://www.ualg.pt/centro-de-simulacao-clinica-foi-oficialmente-inaugurado-com-presenca-de-tres-ministros
https://www.ualg.pt/lancada-1a-pedra-do-centro-tecnologico-do-autodromo-internacional-do-algarve
https://www.ualg.pt/lancada-1a-pedra-do-centro-tecnologico-do-autodromo-internacional-do-algarve
https://www.ualg.pt/lancada-1a-pedra-do-centro-tecnologico-do-autodromo-internacional-do-algarve
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10

REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

Reduce inequality within

and between countries.

Photo: Adobe Stock
Favela da Rocinha, Rio de Janeiro

TEACHING &
LEARNING

2023724

No. of Curricular Units taught
registered for SDG 10 and %
of total 672,18%

Proportion of first-generation

students: 32%

Proportion of international students
from developing countries: 4%
Proportion of students

with disabilities: 1%

The University of Algarve (UAlg)
adopts aninclusive, efficient
teaching model aligned with global
humanitarian assistance and

@ sustainable development needs. In
SUSTAINABLE this academic year, the datareflects
DEVELOPMENT the university's continuous efforts to

Gg‘:."%ALS promote equity and inclusion.

Inclusive Admission Policy for
Higher Education

The University of Algarve (UAlg) is
committed to promoting inclusion

in higher education through a
comprehensive admissions policy.

This policy embraces a diverse range

of applicants, including vocational
students, adults over 23, working
students, and individuals with special
needs. UAlg recognizes education as a
lifelong journey, encouraging personal
and professional growth for individuals
of all ages. This commitment addresses
the unique challenges faced by working
students and guarantees accessible,
barrier-free education for those with
special needs. Supported by specific
regulations and operating within a legally
established framework, this policy
promotes equity and equal opportunities
in access to education, contributing



to a moreinclusive and enriching
learning community.

Ethics Committee

The Ethics Committee at UAlg is
dedicated to maintaining ethical,
bioethical, and deontological
principles within the University. Its
core values include the protection
of human dignity, safeguarding
fundamentalrights, integrity, and
trust in institutional procedures,
ensuring a safe and ethically
respectful environmentin all
university activities.

Support Office for Students
with Special Educational Needs
(GAENEE)

Aligned with the philosophy of
Inclusive Education, UAIg has
established specific conditions
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to recognize theright to diversity,
particularly for students with

disabilities. GAENEE plays a central role
in this commitment, ensuring that high
standards of teaching and learning are
supported by appropriate resources.
Annually, the office organizes initiatives
to raise awareness, provides information,
and promotes training for teachers, staff,
and students, ensuring the needs of
students with disabilities are fully met.

Continuing Hosting refugees

The United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and partners
set a goal to raise global enrolment of
refugees to 15% by the year 2030. In
2023, only 7% of refugees are enrolled
in higher education worldwide. This is
in stark contrast to the average 40%
enrolment among their non-refugee
peers. The majority of refugees live in
protracted situations, are displaced for
multiple cycles of their education and
have limited opportunities to transition
from dependence on humanitarian aid
to self-reliance. UAlgis concerned
about and develops effective actions
for the inclusion of people from under-
represented groups. In this regard, it has
become a partner of the Platform for
Refugee Support.In order to respond
directly to the refugee crisis arising from
the war in Ukraine, UAIg during 2023
hosted 10 Ukrainian students who are
then finishing study programmes and
complete their training in Portugal.

UAlg Inclusive Gender Equality Plan
-PI2

The University of Algarve presented its
second report on the Inclusive Gender
Equality Plan, reinforcing its commitment
to providing equal opportunities for men
and women. This plan aims to consolidate
the university as an institution of
tolerance, respect for diversity, and
inclusion, without barriers, promoting an
equitable environment for all.

University Volunteer Group

The University Volunteer Group
promotes inclusion through the creation
of Language Groups, led by members

of the academy, which organize cultural
exchange events to facilitate integration
and dialogue between different cultures.

Academic Success Program

UAlg implemented a Program for
Academic Success, whichincluded a Peer
Mentoring Program and the coordination
of various services to provide individual
support to students in need, contributing
to a reduction in dropout rates.

Life Skills Program

UAlg also offered a Life Skills Program
and a Mindfulness and Intercultural
Program, which aimed to develop
students’ personal skills and promote
their integration, supporting their
psychological well-being.

Soft Skills for Life programme

At UAlg, the (GAIP) also promotes the
Soft SKills for Life and the Interculturality
and Mindfulness programmes to develop
students’ soft skills to promote the
integration of students and support
psychological well-being.

RESEARCH

Publications

2019-2023

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12t August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 50
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.14
Citation count: 50

Open access institutional repository
UAlg has theinstitutional repository
(https://sapientia.ualg.pt) in free access
that aggregates and disseminates all of
UAlg's scientific production.

In 2023, 18,679 documents were
available in free access and received
875,756 downloads.

Open Access publishing

UAIlg, as amember of B-on (national
online Knowledge Library that aims

to guarantee access to a vast number
of publications of a scientific nature
and electronic services to the national
academic and scientific community) for
the 2022-2024 triennium, negotiated
agreements with the majority of its
publishers to provide authors from


https://www.ualg.pt/en/hosting-ukrainian-students-teachers-and-researchers
https://www.ualg.pt/en/hosting-ukrainian-students-teachers-and-researchers
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-offers-portuguese-course-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.ualg.pt/en/soft-skills-life
https://www.ualg.pt/en/soft-skills-life
https://www.ualg.pt/en/interculturality-and-mindfulness
https://www.ualg.pt/en/interculturality-and-mindfulness
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member institutions with advantageous
conditions for open access publication.
Open access corresponds to the online
availability of peer-validated scientific/
academic literature.

It allows you to make search results
freely accessible to the entire
community. It allows improving scientific
education and literacy within and
outside the academic context and

the rapid dissemination of scientific
results and information, important for
the construction and application of
knowledge.

Open access of Data — Open Science

Framework- OSF

In 2023, UAlg offered, through the
Sustainable Horizons project, to our
Researchers and general communities
this platform—Open Science
Framework—OSF—that can support
your open science practices and solve
common problems many researchers
face throughout the research data
lifecycle offered e also providing a
guided tour through key workflows and
features.

The University of Algarve (UAlg) is
deeply committed to the Sustainable
Development Goal 10 (SDG 10), focused
on reducing inequalities. Through
innovative research projects and
inclusive policies, UAlg promotes gender
equality, social inclusion, and equity in
access to education. Below are examples
of projects that demonstrate the
university's dedication to fulfilling this
global objective:

GEMINI — Gender Equality through
Media Investigation and New
Training Insights

The GEMINI project aims to combat
gender stereotypes that contribute

to gender inequality, aligning with the
EU Gender Equality Strategy 2020-
2025 and adopting an intersectional
perspective. The project seeks to
empower young adults to create media

products that convey positive gender
equality messages. Focusing on the
representation of gender identities in
TV series, GEMINI engages students
and teachers from various European
sociocultural regions (Mediterranean,
Northern, Eastern, and Anglo—Saxon).
Through a diverse set of activities, the
project investigates the production
and narrative strategies that shape the
representation of gender identities and
analyzes their impact on promoting
gender equality.

EQUINI — Equality in Higher
Education Institutions

The EQUINI project aims to promote
an inclusive academic environment by
integrating Emotional Intelligence (EI)
into training within higher education
institutions. The objective is to combat
discrimination by teaching students,
faculty, and staff to better understand
and manage their emotions, as well

as the emotions of others. This aims
to foster empathy, respect, and
collaboration, reducing biases and
resolving conflicts, so that campuses
become spaces of equity and inclusion.

Sustainable Horizons

The SHESs - Sustainable Horizon in
European HEls project aims to promote
an inclusive society by supporting
researchers and academics to adapt

to new challenges, respect nature, and
solve practical problems sustainably.
Focused oninclusive institutional
transformation, the project involves six
higher education institutions located

in the EU periphery, collaborating

with regional ecosystems to promote
sustainability, open science, and
gender balance. The project also seeks
to expand its impact outside Europe
through initiatives such as distance
learning PhDs, supporting global
sustainability, a healthy planet, and the
reduction of inequalities.

SEA-EU — European University of
the Seas

The SEA-EU project unites nine coastal
universities across Europe (Cadiz,
Western Brittany, Kiel, Gdansk, Split,
Malta, Algarve, Naples, and NORD),
creating a pioneering network under
the European Commission’s initiative.

Its main objective is to offer a wide
range of opportunities, such as joint
courses, academic mobility, language
teaching, and joint degrees, promoting
career development and improving the
lives of its members. With an inclusive,
flexible, and exploratory spirit, SEA-EU
connects individuals across borders,
promoting the exchange of students and
researchers, focusing on areas with less
access to educational opportunities.

CRIA

CRIA is a unit of UAlg that has supported
the academic community in the areas

of entrepreneurship and technology
transfer, providing support and
innovation to regional actors, both
directly and through partnerships at
local, regional, national, and international
levels. This activity includes assistance

in the creation of sustainable businesses.

COMMUNITY

Improving Access to Essential
Services and Educational
Opportunities

The University of Algarve (UAlg) has led
several initiatives and programs aimed



at strengthening the local community,
focusing on access to essential services.
Among these actions, the university's
participation in volunteer activities

such as the Re-Food project, which
aims to combat food waste and support
vulnerable populations, stands out.
Additionally, UAlg offers a wide range

of educational opportunities, including
undergraduate and postgraduate
courses, language courses, seminars,
conferences, lectures, free courses, and
other educational events accessible to
the community.

Through the Active and Healthy Aging
initiative, promoted by the Algarve
Biomedical Center, UAlg has adopted a
comprehensive and innovative approach
to improving the well-being of the elderly
in the region, ensuring this population
has access to tailored healthcare
services and support.

Promoting Inclusion in Education
UAlg is deeply committed to promoting
inclusive education, especially through
the Support Office for Students with
Special Educational Needs (NEE). This
office has been actively working to
ensure that students with special needs
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have access to high-quality education.
Through specialized training programs,
the office facilitates the transition

of students into society, promoting
their autonomy and ensuring an
inclusive and accessible educational
environment.

Access to Scientific Information and
Science Communication

UAlg also excels in providing access to
scientificinformation through science
communication activities, organized
in public sessions held both at the
university and across the region.
These sessions aim to bring science
closer to the community, promoting
knowledge and inclusion of different
social groups in the scientific debate.

Intercultural Activities and
Portuguese Language Teaching for
Foreigners

To promote integration, UAIg organizes
intercultural activities, including the
teaching of Portuguese as a Foreign
Language (PLE), which facilitates the
adaptation of students from different
linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
These actions are fundamental

Photo: Adobe Stock
Wiang Haeng District, Thailand

in creating a more inclusive and
multicultural academic environment.

Access to Professional Higher
Education

As part of its commitment to inclusion
and regional development, UAlg has
promoted access to professional higher
education in alternating regimes, through
a pilot project in collaboration with
Moroccan universities. This initiative aims
to strengthen international partnerships
and create opportunities for the
professional development of students
from less favored regions, contributing to
the reduction of inequalities in access to
higher education.

GOVERNANCE

Representation

UAlg has participated in the formulation
of policies at the national/global level
(Portuguese Language Universities
Association, Portuguese Rectors’
Council, Coordinating Council of
Portuguese Polytechnic Institutes) and
at the regional and local level (CCDR
Algarve) to implement programs and
policies aimed at eradicating poverty in
allits forms.

Local Cooperation

UAlg has joined the Supramunicipal
Platform of the Algarve, cooperating
with local social action councils, and

the UAlg Volunteer Group, establishing
partnerships with several institutions

to combat poverty and social exclusion.
The Algarve TECHHUB SUMMIT 2023,
co-organized by UAlg and CCDR, was a
key component of the Regional Smart
Specialization Strategy and played a
crucial role in increasing the percentage
of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) specialists. This
strategic initiative aimed to raise the
percentage from 3.6% to 4%, bringing it
closer to the European average. Notably,
this advance in ICT expertise is essential
to address poverty and social exclusion,
with a focus on critical areas.
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SUSTAINABLE
CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES

Make cities and communities
inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable.

A —
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TEACHING & LEARNING  study Programmes

UAlg offers study programmes

2023/24 encompassing modules designed
No. of Curricular Units taught to consolidate expertise in fostering
registered for SDG 11and % inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable
of total: 279,10% cities. For instance, the post-graduate
Sustainable Cities courseis tailored to
In addition to the curricula addressing address the emerging challenges of
SDG M, the libraries at UAIg offer urbanism and sustainability. Similarly,
year-round public access to both the the Inclusive and Smart Sustainable
academic community and the broader Cities Free Courseis dedicated to
local community, including online promoting awareness on sustainability
resources. External users are afforded science and its specific relevance to
access to lending services as also to a cities and urban spaces. Additionally,

wide range of events, exhibitions, book the post-graduate Urbanism
presentations, workshops, conferences,  course aims to bridge educational

@ and seminars. UAlg's aim is to foster an gaps in the region by focusing on
SUSTAINABLE inclusive, dynamic academic and cultural  sustainable practices to navigate the
DEVELOPMENT community that transcends the confines  intricate processes of contemporary

@Il},‘
G‘«.&ALS of enrolled student body. urbanization.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/library
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1774
https://www.ualg.pt/en/node/341055
https://www.ualg.pt/en/node/341055
https://www.ualg.pt/curso/2942

UAlg is actively committed to advancing
research in accordance with SDG 11,
making significant contributions to
tackle the specified challenges related
to sustainable cities and communities.
Under this framework, UAlg currently
oversees with a collective
financial backing of over 1.7 million
euros. UAlg students are actively
encouraged to engage in research
projects, facilitated either through
research grants for undergraduates
or initiatives like the CinTurs

for students.
This active involvement allows them to
make meaningful contributions to the
realm of sustainability.Parte superior do
formulario

UAlg Sustainable Cities and
Communities Projects

- Sustainable Energy
Community is a pilot initiative aimed
at facilitating the energy transition
on Culatra, the barrier island within
Ria Formosain the Algarve region of
Southern Portugal. This comprehensive
project, under the coordination of UAlg,
encompasses various facets of the
green transition. Culatralsland, with the
goal of achieving self-sustainability by
2030, has been chosen as one of six
European islands designated by the
EU to serve as a pilot community for
renewable energy. Another project,
BIODES, seeks to showcase innovative
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and replicable nature-based solutions
within “pioneering” cities, functioning as
dynamic "living laboratories". Following
successful testing, these solutions will
be incorporated into planning proposals
for implementation in other urban areas.

Valuing the Mediterranean Identity
UAlg is dedicated to assuming a pivotal
role in advancing the promotion

of the .Asa
founding member of the Network of
Higher Education Institutions for the
Safeguarding of the Mediterranean
Diet (RIESDM), UAlg takes the lead

in coordinating the

. Our commitment is fortified
through a strategic emphasis on
research, innovation, and collaboration
with various regional and national
stakeholders.

Team UAlg, which offers a series of
lectures and other activities, free,
accessible, and informal to schools, has
a specific topic regarding

to engage young students in SDG
T framework.
UAlg actively engages in collaborative
initiatives with the local community,
exemplified by its participationin the
Joint Coordination Commission alongside
six government ministries, 16 local
municipalities, and an environmental
NGO.
The university further collaborates with
local authorities, including the Algarve
Tourism Board and the Commission
for Coordination and Development of
the Algarve Region (CCDR Algarve), in
the
UAlg actively facilitates volunteering
experiences aimed at fostering fairness
and inclusivity in cities. The
volunteering group actively engages in
local and national projects dedicated to
combating hunger and reducing food
waste.
The amount of waste generated and
recycled in the University is measured

by estimating the number and volume
of waste containers (solid urban waste
and selective collection: paper, glass
and plastic) collected by FAGAR, a
municipal company responsible for the
collection and transport of (solid urban
waste) and Algar, the regional company
responsible for the selective collection of
packaging in the recycling bins stations,
named "ecopontos”. UAlg partnered
with several institutions to develop

the

UAlg's policy for the transition to more
sustainable cities and communities
has also focusing on academia
commute. Several initiatives have been
successfully carried out, as the

, awarded the National
“Mobility on Bicycle” Award from the
Portuguese Federation of Cycle Tourism
and Bicycle Users continues to support
light, sustainable mobility of students.
In 2023, under the
project, 15 bikes were added to the
previous 100. Within the same project,
the walking trail ,
between Gambelas Campus and the Ria
Formosa, aims to be a meeting point
for students, staff, locals and tourists
combining physical activity and outdoor
activities and the observation of the
beauty and sustainable in two works by
Bordalo Il, belonging to an array of around
200 pieces called "

" built several meters in height,
through the 4 continents. As welcome
activity for the new cohort of students
every year the communities of students
and researchers are invited to do this
walk together.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/ramp-projects
https://www.cinturs.pt/site/index.php/research-consulting/research-internships
https://www.cinturs.pt/site/index.php/research-consulting/research-internships
https://culatra2030.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/harnessing-human-nature-relationship-create-natural-environment
https://www.ualg.pt/en/valuing-and-enhancing-mediterranean-identity
https://www.ualg.pt/consulta-publica-plano-de-atividades-da-salvaguarda-da-dieta-mediterranica-2023-27
https://www.ualg.pt/consulta-publica-plano-de-atividades-da-salvaguarda-da-dieta-mediterranica-2023-27
https://www.ualg.pt/consulta-publica-plano-de-atividades-da-salvaguarda-da-dieta-mediterranica-2023-27
https://www.ualg.pt/palestra-equipa-ualg-cidades-sustentaveis-1
https://www.ualg.pt/palestra-equipa-ualg-cidades-sustentaveis-1
https://observe.ualg.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/voluntariado
https://observe.ualg.pt/
https://observe.ualg.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-eco-bike
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-eco-bike
https://sustainablehorizons.eu/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-hippocampus
https://www.bordaloii.com/big-trash-animals
https://www.bordaloii.com/big-trash-animals

[ 38] UNIVERSITY OF ALGARVE

12

RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION

AND PRODUCTION

Ensure sustainable consumption
and production patterns.

Photo: James Baltz / Unsplash
Maize cultivation, lllinois, USA

TEACHING & LEARNING RESEARCH

2023/24

N° of Curricular Units taught Publications

registered for SDG 12 and % 2019-2023

of total: 402, 11% (Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August 2024)

Study programmes

Our educational programmes help Scholarly output

students become more aware of their (No. paper): 226

consumption choices and increase their Field-Weighted

knowledge of sustainable production (Citation Impact): 1.24

methods. This is the case, for example, Citation count: 3392

with the bachelor's degrees in
Agronomy, Dietetics and Nutrition, and
Food Engineering. At master's and PhD Several ongoing research projects

level, courses include Aquaculture and at UAlg aim to enhance regional
Fisheries; Food Technology; Horticulture.  sustainability, cultural heritage, and
@ In addition, as part of our commitment to technological advancements in various
SUSTAINABLE lifelong learning, UAlg offers various open industries, from agriculture to food
DEVELOPMENT courses in the area of of responsible production, and reduce the impacts of

@Il'ﬁ
G‘«»"AL consumption and production. human activities in different ecosystems.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1459
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1519
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1430
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1430
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1507
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1500
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=grau%3A2505&sf=
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=grau%3A2505&sf=

Projects such as:

The Algarve in the Mediterranean
Diet, promoting and safeguarding

the Mediterranean Diet as part

of the Algarve's cultural heritage,
engaging local communities and
promoting its benefits to regional and
international audiences; ATTENTIA

- Sustainable Citrus Farming with
Artificial Intelligence, enhancing
sustainability in citrus farming by
applying Al and robotics to agricultural
practices in southern Spain and
Portugal, INTEGRATE — Integrate
aquaculture, promoting eco-
innovative aquaculture solutions to
improve environmental sustainability
in the Atlantic Area; NOVAFOODIES

— Demonstrating innovative food
production systems using sustainable
aquatic and marine resources to
cater to eco-conscious consumers;
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REVITALGARVE — Revitalising rural

areas in the Algarve through sustainable
agricultural practices; XtremeGourmet
2.0 — Promoting the consumption of
halophyte plants as salt substitutes

in culinary practices; and Green fish oil
from blue industry — Implementing new
technologies to produce fish oil from tuna
processing by-products in a sustainable
and innovative way.

COMMUNITY

The University is actively involved

in developing a sustainable mindset
within the academic community,

under, among others, the framework
of the: "EcoCampus flag, awarded by
the European Blue Flag Association
(ABAE); Sustainable Universities; UAlg
signed the Charter of Commitment of
Portuguese Universities to Sustainable
Development, and has since been
committed to match teaching with
institutional practice in terms of
commitment to sustainability principles
and practices in higher education. The
University has developed an action
plan to reduce plastic waste on campus
through the UAlg+Healthy-Plastic
programme. UAlg is also a signatory

of the Portuguese Plastic Pact. This

is a group of companies committed to
changing practices and working with
academia to protect the planet from
plastic pollution.

Several activities highlight the
University of Algarve's commitment to
fostering discussions on sustainability,
environmental protection, and the
responsible management of chemical
substances, e.g. UAlg hosted the ChIR
International Symposium on Chemical
Innovation and Regulation, facilitating
discussions on safety and sustainability
in chemical management, the

Greening Our Future event, promoting
knowledge-sharing and action for

the EU's green transition through
discussions, workshops, and sustainable
art exhibitions at the University of
Algarve's Campus de Gambelas, and
the Marine Pollution Dialogues, wherein
marine pollution caused by emerging
chemical contaminants were discussed,
engaging scientists, policymakers, and
environmental agencies from Portugal,
Mexico, and Brazil.

GOVERNANCE

UAlg meets all requirements in the public
procurement of services and goods,

is guided by a policy of transparency,
efficiency and effectiveness, andis
oriented towards sustainability aspects.
For example, when procuring services
for the treatment of hazardous waste,
the company is required to train its
employees in the handling, storage and
processing of such waste to avoid risks
to health and the environment.

UAlg has a policy to minimise the use of
disposable items by students and staff.
Moreover, in all public events organized/
hosted by UAlg recurring to disposable,
single-use items are discouraged. The
majority of UAlg waste s recycled. In
particular, the canteen's organic waste
is collected, not the unserved meals and
good quality foods that are given to the
social NGO REFOOD and transported

to experimental agricultural fields in
Campus de Gambelas to be transformed
into compost in the composting units.
The university is in compliance with
national regulations with regard to the
discharge of its wastewater. All chemical
and biological potentially harmful
substances are separated and sent

in special containers to a specialised

company for treatment.

Waste metric 2021 202 2023
tonnes (mt)

Amount of waste 139 44 140
generated

Amount of m 50 105
waste recycled

Amount of waste 9 9 35

sent to landfill

The amount of waste generated,
recycled and sent to landfill has
remained relatively stable during the
last few years although the academic
community has increased. There

has also been an increase in recycled
waste and a reduction in waste sent to
landfill. However, there is still room for
improvement in the coming years.


https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383474
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383474
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=384671
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=374970
https://novafoodies.eu/
https://www.revitalgarve.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=393681
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=393681
https://www.eeagrants.gov.pt/pt/programas/crescimento-azul/projetos/projetos/green-fish-oil-from-blue-industry/
https://www.eeagrants.gov.pt/pt/programas/crescimento-azul/projetos/projetos/green-fish-oil-from-blue-industry/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-awarded-ecocampus-prize
http://www.redecampussustentavel.pt/carta-de-intencoes/
http://www.redecampussustentavel.pt/carta-de-intencoes/
http://www.redecampussustentavel.pt/carta-de-intencoes/
https://www.pactoplasticos.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-acolhe-simposio-internacional-em-inovacao-quimica-e-regulamentacao
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-acolhe-simposio-internacional-em-inovacao-quimica-e-regulamentacao
https://www.ualg.pt/ualg-acolhe-simposio-internacional-em-inovacao-quimica-e-regulamentacao
https://www.ualg.pt/greening-our-future-rumo-um-horizonte-mais-sustentavel-0
https://www.ualg.pt/dialogos-poluicao-marinha-por-contaminantes-quimicos-emergentes-um-perigo-invisivel
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CLIMATE
ACTION

Take urgent action to combat
climate change and its impacts.

Photo: Saikiran Kesari / Unsplash
Mumbai, India

TEACHING & LEARNING

2023/24

No. of Curricular Units taught
registered for SDG 13 and % of total:
355;10%

Study programmes

The University of Algarve (UAlg)
places a strong focus on climate action
as a core element of its education

and training programs. Through

its participation in the Erasmus
Mundus Master in Coastal Hazards,
Risks, Climate Change Impacts, and
Adaptation, UAlg equips students with
the necessary skills to tackle climate

@ challenges. In collaboration with
SUSTAINABLE the University of Cantabria (Spain)
DEVELOPMENT and the Delft Institute for Water

Gg‘:."gALS Education (The Netherlands), the

program prepares graduates to design
and implement adaptation strategies
in vulnerable coastal areas, fostering
careers that contribute to building
climate resilience.

RESEARCH

Publications

2019-2023

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12t August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 217
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.53
Citation count: 4158


https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939

Research events and initiatives

Creating a Green Innovation
Ecosystem

UAlg is part of the pioneering
H2Talent project, which aims to
create aninnovation ecosystem
focused on green hydrogen in the
Alentejo region. Led by Campus Sul
— aninter-university association
involving the University NOVA of
Lisbon, the University of Evora, and
the University of Algarve — and

in partnership with GALP and the
HYLAB Collaborative Laboratory,
this initiative represents the first
Green Hydrogen Valley in Portugal.
Recognized and financed by the
European Union and the Global
Network of Green Hydrogen Valleys,
H2Talent is funded by the European
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Commission's Horizon program, with a
total budget of €13.5 million, €9 million of
which is provided by the EU. The project,
set to run for five years, is a cornerstone
in establishing a sustainable, innovation-
driven energy future in the region
Climate changeis a transversal and
multisectoral problem and solving

it implies understandingitina
multidisciplinary way. UAlg has a

pole of aresearch centre exclusively
dedicated to this theme: CENSE - Centre
for Research on the Environment and
Sustainability. Nevertheless several
others research centres coordinated/
hosted by UAlg address this research
especially CCMAR and CIMA by the
relation with ocean studies, primarily

to support and foster efforts to greatly
to understand and expand and improve
ocean observations worldwide to
provide a basis for understanding
ongoing natural and anthropogenic
change and for planning mitigation and
adaptation strategies, with a particular
emphasis on building capacity in
developing nations and on expanding
coverage of under-observed regions.
The Campus Sul consortium, which
includes the University of Algarve
(UAIg), the University NOVA of Lisbon,
and the University of Evora, signed

a cooperation agreement with the
Brazilian state of Piaui on April 6thin
Lisbon. This partnership aims to promote
collaboration in research and innovation
focused on clean energy solutions.
Through this agreement, the universities
and the state of Piaui will work together
to advance sustainable energy
technologies, fostering innovation and
addressing global challenges related to
renewable energy and climate change.
Aninternational team of experts from
the Climate Working Group of the Deep
Ocean Stewardship Initiative recently
convened to analyze the environmental
impacts of climate interventions on
deep-sea ecosystems and biodiversity.
The University of Algarve's (UAIg)
Marine and Environmental Research
Center (CIMA) played a key role in these
discussions. This effort highlights UAIg's
involvement in global initiatives aimed at

understanding and mitigating the effects
of climate actions on sensitive marine
environments, helping to protect deep-
seabiodiversity in response to climate
change.

COMMUNITY

Empowering Students for Climate
Action

Through the Climate U 2023 project,
UAlg empowers its students with
practical knowledge on climate

science, environmental justice, and
sustainability. This initiative is aimed

at providing students from diverse
academic backgrounds with the tools to
understand climate risks and integrate
climate mitigation and adaptation
strategies into their future careers. By
fostering critical thinking and action on
climateissues, Climate U 2023 ensures
that UAlg's graduates are well-prepared
to become climate leaders in their
respective fields, contributing to broader
societal efforts to tackle climate change.

Fostering Collaboration on Water
and Sustainability

The H20 & Sustainability Summit 2023,
hosted by UAlg, was an international
event that brought together
stakeholders from academia, business,
and government to address pressing
challenges in water management,
climate adaptation, and the circular
economy. By promoting collaboration
among universities, research centres,
municipalities, and companies, the
summit showcased UAlg's commitment
to driving innovative solutions to
regional and global climate issues. This
event emphasized the importance of
partnership in developing sustainable
practices and technologies, particularly
in addressing water scarcity and climate
resilience.

Building Bridges Between
Universities and Communities for
Sustainable Education

The ESDEUS project at the University of
Algarve (UAIg) is designed to strengthen
collaboration between universities and


https://www.ualg.pt/apresentacao-publica-do-projeto-h2talent
https://www.ualg.pt/en/centre-research-environment-and-sustainability
https://www.ualg.pt/en/centre-research-environment-and-sustainability
https://www.ualg.pt/en/centre-research-environment-and-sustainability
https://www.ualg.pt/campus-sul-assina-protocolo-com-estado-brasileiro-do-piaui
https://www.ualg.pt/campus-sul-assina-protocolo-com-estado-brasileiro-do-piaui
https://www.ualg.pt/intervencoes-climaticas-podem-ameacar-o-oceano-profundo-alertam-especialistas
https://www.ualg.pt/intervencoes-climaticas-podem-ameacar-o-oceano-profundo-alertam-especialistas
https://www.algarvenoticias.com/pt-pt/noticias/lan%C3%A7amento-do-projeto-climate-u-2023-realiza-se-na-ualg
https://www.cm-faro.pt/pt/noticias/68391/h20--sustainability-summit-2023-e-nos-dias-19-e-20-de-outubro-na-ualg.aspx
https://cead.ualg.pt/site/en/projeto-esdeus/
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local communities in the promotion of
Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD). This project seeks to engage
external stakeholders by creating
platforms for open dialogue, sharing
resources, and fostering innovative
teaching methods. By working closely
with local communities, ESDEUS aligns
with UAlg's broader role in supporting
regional and local governments in
addressing climate change risks. The
project emphasizes the importance

of leveraging both local expertise

and international best practices to
enhance community resilience through
education, particularly in disaster risk
management, early warning systems,
and climate monitoring.

Raising Environmental Awareness
through Global Collaboration

The University of Algarve (UAlg)
actively collaborates with
environmental organizations to
promote climate awareness and
adaptation through initiatives like

the “Loving the Planet” project. This
global platform is dedicated to raising
awareness about the environmental
impact of human actions and
advocating for sustainable practices.
During NEBUA week, organized by
the university's Biology Students’
Association, UAlg engages with NGOs
and environmental advocates to foster
dialogue on climate adaptation and
conservation efforts. This initiative
highlights UAlg's commitment to
working alongside global and local
organizations to inspire climate-
conscious actions and support
environmental sustainability.

Photo: Mikhail Serdyukov / Unsplash
Chelyabinsk, Russia

Restoring Natural Balance through
Reforestation Efforts

The University of Algarve (UAlg)
hosted 2023 in the Gambelas campus
Operacdo Montanha Verde, an
ecological initiative led by Zoomarine
that focuses on reforestation to
restore the Algarve's natural balance.
Since 2021 until 2023, this project

has successfully planted over 10,000
native trees and other plants and with
the support of volunteers, including
UAlg students and local community
members. The initiative fosters civic
engagement and environmental
protection, working in partnership
with organizations like ALGAR

SA and Faro municipality. UAIg's President of the Republic, showcases
involvement in this project highlights UAlg's leadership in advancing energy
its dedication to environmental transition and sustainability in local
education and climate adaptation by communities.

actively contributing to reforestation
efforts, supporting biodiversity, and GOVE RNANCE
enhancing the region’s resilience to
climate change.

Total energy used:

Culatra 2030: A Model for 23544 GJ witha
Sustainable Energy reduction of -7.80%
The "Culatra 2030 — Sustainable compared to 2022
Energy Community” initiative,

coordinated by the University of Total energy used from
Algarve (UAIg) in partnership with the low-carbon sources:
Culatra Island Residents Association, 14597,28 GJ (62%)

was awarded the “"Green Energy”
category at the VISAO + Aguas

de Portugal Green Awards. This Commitment to Carbon Neutrality
recognition, presented on June 5th, by 2035

World Environment Day, at the Water The University of Algarve (UAlg) is
Factory in Alcantara, Lisbon, reflects committed to achieving carbon neutrality
the project’s success in promoting by 2035, aligning with the Greenhouse
renewable energy and sustainable Gas Protocols. This goal reflects the
living. The initiative, supported by the university's focus on sustainability


https://www.ualg.pt/apresentacao-do-projeto-loving-planet
https://www.ualg.pt/operacao-montanha-verde-voltar-plantar-para-voltar-proteger
https://www.ualg.pt/culatra-2030-vence-premios-verdes-visao-grupo-aguas-de-portugalenergias-verdes
https://fct.ualg.pt/en/carbon-neutrality-2035
https://fct.ualg.pt/en/carbon-neutrality-2035

through energy efficiency, waste
reduction, and renewable energy
initiatives. UAlg's governance strategy
is centered on three areas: energy,
water, and resource management.

To reduce energy consumption,

UAlg has automated HVAC systems,
encourages efficient use of appliances,
and promotes turning off equipment
when not in use. In water management,
the university optimizes irrigation and
promotes responsible consumption,
including the use of tap water. UAlg also
works to reduce single-use materials,
particularly plastics, and minimizes
paper waste, while promoting the

fight against food waste and planting
native species on campus as part of its
environmental efforts.

Collaborating with Local
Governments for Climate
Resilience

The University of Algarve (UAlg) plays a
crucial role in addressing climate change
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through its strong partnerships with
local governments and organizations. A
key collaboration is the Intermunicipal
Climate Change Adaptation Plan
(PIAAC-AMAL), where UAIg's research
centers, including CIMA and CCMAR,
provide scientific expertise to support
climate risk monitoring, early warning
systems, and the development of
adaptation strategies. This partnership
highlights UAlg's ongoing commitment
to helping local governments confront
climate challenges.

In addition, UAIg supports the PIAAC-
AMAL initiative through its involvement
in campaigns like “Ndo feches os olhos
ao clima. Algarve, Tempo de Cuidar,”
launched by AMAL and funded by

EEA Grants. This campaign aims to
raise awareness about climate change
impacts among Algarve residents

and enhance the region's resilience

to climate risks, further reinforcing
UAlg's leadership in regional climate
adaptation efforts.

Supporting Local Authorities in
Managing Climate Risks

The Clima-Pesca project, led by

the University of Algarve (UAIg) in
collaboration with CCMAR and fishermen
across Portugal, exemplifies UAIg's
commitment to assisting local and
regional authorities in addressing climate
risks. The project focused on assessing
the vulnerability of the fishing sector to
climate change, providing essential data
to local governments and stakeholders.
By evaluating the impact of climate
change on various fishing methods,
Clima-Pesca contributes to early
warning systems and enhances regional
climate risk monitoring, reinforcing UAIg's
role in sustainable resource management
and climate adaptation efforts.


https://amal.pt/comunicacao/883-nao-feches-os-olhos-ao-clima-algarve-tempo-de-cuidar
https://amal.pt/comunicacao/883-nao-feches-os-olhos-ao-clima-algarve-tempo-de-cuidar
https://climapesca.com/
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LIFE BELOW
WATER

Conserve and sustainably use
the oceans, seas and marine

resources for sustainable
development.

Photo: ao Jodo Encarnacéo, Freediving Open
CoursesGuine Gulf - SGo Tomé e Principe
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TEACHING & LEARNING Marine Biology; Water and Coastal
Management (Erasmus Mundus). At PhD
2023/24 level, programmes include eg. Marine,

No. of Curricular Units taught registered
for SDG 14 and % of total: 309, 8%

Study programmes in Marine sciences
in 2022

UAlg has several programmes

targeting protection of life under sea at
bachelor/1st cycle level, such as Marine
Biology; at master/2nd cycle level,
suchin Applied Ecohydrology (Erasmus
Mundus): Coastal Hazards - Risks,
Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation;
Marine and Coastal Systems,
Aquaculture and Fisheries; Marine
Biological Resources (Erasmus Mundus);

Earth and Environmental Sciences,
Biotechnology. In 2023 UAlg offer

the second edition of the educational
programme the Master Marine,
Biodiversity, Fisheries and Conservation
targeting students in Europe and special
in Africa — Mar Africa Master . Mar
Africa received only active professionals
with 5 year experience in companies

or institutes, involved on management
of fisheries, aguacultures and marine
biodiversity conservation to upskill and
better answer the future challenges of
marine ecosystem conservation and
sustainable exploitable in Africa


https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=area_tematica%3A145&f%5B1%5D=grau%3A50
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1433
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1433
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=area_tematica%3A145&f%5B1%5D=grau%3A2265
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=area_tematica%3A145&f%5B1%5D=grau%3A2265
https://maeh-mundus.eu/
https://fct.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://fct.ualg.pt/en/curso/1939
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1740
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1836
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1836
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=area_tematica%3A145&f%5B1%5D=grau%3A2504
https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?f%5B0%5D=area_tematica%3A145&f%5B1%5D=grau%3A2504
https://www.ualg.pt/en/new-master-marine-biodiversity-fisheries-and-conservation

UAlg freely organizes events and has
available an open training platform for
the community in Blue Route project
with small open online courses
within Moodle Tutoria electronica
2022/2023 (access as guest) to
fostering for blue growth involving
PhD Students in the field of marine
science and blue economy. During
the academic year of 23/24 three
open courses were offered to 12
African PhD students of the CMARA
Doctorate programme Agostinho
Neto University — Angola (promoting
UAIg cotutelles), in fields such

as: Ocean data online (Exploring
online Ocean Data and Resources/
Exploracdo de recursos e dados
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oceanograficos disponiveis online -), GIS
application to marine science( Aplicacdes
SIG em Ciéncias do Mar: Introducao) and
Science communication (Comunica(;éo
de Ciencia)

Protecting the Ocean globally starts
Locally From Tropical to Artic

The oceanis thelargest living space on
Earth and a fundamental part of our
planetary climate system. But human
activity, namely poor management

of coastal and catchment areas that
adversely impact water quality, causing
eutrophication of water bodies, increase
turbidity, produce anoxia, "‘plastification”
of marine ecosystems, interferes with
the ocean's ability to support marine and
terrestrial life, and hinders sustainable

development worldwide. UAlg offers
educational programmes that develop
in situ capacity to healthy manage
marine ecosystem and to protected
life underwater. In early 2023 open
courses of Scientific Freediving

were organized in Africa Guine Gulf

- Sao Tome e Principe, a Small Island
Development State (SIDS) to develop
the local capacity of freely and

safely observe and study the marine
biodiversity within the frame of the
LittleFishSTP Project.

UAlg and USTP students hold 1st
scientific free diving course [ University
of the Algarve Free diving course for
our marine technicians.



https://blueroute2030.com/en/home/
https://tutoria.ualg.pt/2023/course/search.php?areaids=core_course-course&q=blue+route
https://tutoria.ualg.pt/2023/course/search.php?areaids=core_course-course&q=blue+route

[ 46] UNIVERSITY OF ALGARVE

The official closing of the
Blue Route Project took
place at Norway's Arctic
University | University of
Algarve
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By the end of 2023, UAlg offered
together with University of Tromso
(Artic University) of Norway an Ocean
School was organized as hand on
residential module, including Research
cruise R/V Helmar Hanssen; Lecture
Cruise planning and fishery acoustics;
Robotics; Lecture Bio-technology;
Excursion biotechnology; Fishery
acoustics lab; Digital technology;
Futures and technology; CRAFT
cultural activitiesLaw and governance
of the seas; Excursion fisheries and
aquaculture management; CRAFT
cultural activities Excursion to an
industrial aguaculture facility; Final
essay on a given inter-disciplinary
topic (Biology-Technology-
Governance)

RESEARCH

Publications 2019-2023
(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August
2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 652
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.39
Citation count: 10896

The oceanis both the largest living
space on Earth and a fundamental part
of our planetary climate system. But
human activity, particularly in the form
of greenhouse gas emissions that
adversely impact the heat content,
sea level, and acidity of the oceans,
interferes with the ocean’s ability to
support marine and terrestrial life,

and hinders sustainable development
worldwide. UAlg through its researcher
centres, researchers and the science
produced contributed to the last years,
asin 2023, to practical solutions and

with it to society may better understand
and more fully mitigate the risks being
posed by climate and anthropogenic
change to the ocean on which the whole
planet depends. Specific efforts of our
research centres (CIMA and CCMAR)
were contributions to:
Implement robust, cooperative
monitoring, reporting, and verification
of new and emerging ocean-based
carbon dioxide removal strategies to
ensure measurable progress towards
net-negative emissions while also
protecting critical ocean ecosystems.
Expand observing capabilities to
measure the widest possible suite
of essential climate and biological
variables to better understand and
address the impacts of climate change
on the distribution of ocean life, marine
ecosystem health, biomass, and
biodiversity.
Develop capacity among island
nations and developing countries and
refine methodologies to account for
contributions by the ocean's natural
functions and the blue economy to

climate stabilization through nationally
determined contributions and national
adaptation plans.

Marine conservation and monitoring
in UAIg

UAlg supports actions to promote the
conservation of threatened marine
species, such as turtle, sharks, and UAlg
organizes open to the public national and
international scientific meetings on the
conservation of below water biodiversity
and sustainable water management and
utilization of the oceans, seas, lakes,
rivers, and marine resources. The project
Blue Route is fostering blue growth
involving PhD Students in the field of
marine science and blue economy. The
CCMAR-Ramalhete marine station,
which offers wet lab facilities with

tanks of various sizes and controlled
environment enabling the carrying

out of a variety of experiments by the
community. CIMA R&D Unit conducts a
number of research projects to reduce
water pollution and discharges in order to
protect aquatic ecosystems, wildlife, and


https://www.cima.ualg.pt/en/
https://ccmar.ualg.pt/en
https://blueroute2030.com/
https://www.ualg.pt/estacao-maritima
https://cima.ualg.pt/en/research/research-areas
https://www.ualg.pt/en/official-closing-blue-route-project-took-place-norways-arctic-university
https://www.ualg.pt/en/official-closing-blue-route-project-took-place-norways-arctic-university
https://www.ualg.pt/en/official-closing-blue-route-project-took-place-norways-arctic-university
https://www.ualg.pt/en/official-closing-blue-route-project-took-place-norways-arctic-university
https://www.ualg.pt/en/official-closing-blue-route-project-took-place-norways-arctic-university
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human health. CENSE-UAIg pole also for Sea Horse conservation aiming marine species in the Algarve region.
contributes to researchin several water  to reinvent ways to meet and share The knowledge and identification of
related environmental threats. science and knowledge with citizens. these species is crucial to protecting
The University oversees monitoring the balance of local marine ecosystems.
aquatic ecosystems in the context Allmay get involved in our science Join us in the effort to increase our
of research projects at a global scale. At CCMAR the important role that understanding of the Algarve's
Young researchers developed during citizen science plays in understanding marine species and contribute to the
2023 several research projects with marine science is crucial. By engaging conservation of marine life.
measures of aquatic ecosystem the general public in citizen science, alert to animal sightings on the coast
health, ranging from omics to individual,  the collection of data and information -The Algarve Stranding Network (RAAIg)
population, and community indicators, CCMAR increases its research -allowed to record and study strandings
including contributing to Global capacity, both in time and space. By of dead cetaceans (dolphins and whales),
Declaration Gateway declaration of the working together, we can explore sea turtles and seabirds that occur along
European University of the Seas in the more biodiversity and reach more the Algarve coast.
1° Future Leadership Forum in Napoles places, responding more broadly to record large accumulations of seaweed
2023 the emerging issues that threaten our on the beach - Algae on the beach- the

marine ecosystems. abundant presence of algae, whether
COMMUNITY The citizen science projects relied on inthe sea or on sandy beaches,

the collaboration of the public helping can indicate disturbances in marine
A Blue Citizen Science to: ecosystems and in our beach experience.
Outreach programs and actions find species that are not native to the Collaborate with our researchersin
directed at SDG 14 include, for example, Algarve -The New Marine Speciesin detecting these occurrences so that we
within the Sustainable Horizonresearch  the Algarve (NEMA project) calls on can monitor what is happening.
projects the Oceanic After Lunch talks the community to actively participate share observations of marine forests
and with the promotion of the itinerary in the identification of non-native -Marine Forests project aims to create

a global database of benthic species,
including algae, seagrasses and animal
forests.

ANTED GOVERNANCE
,;'“., 4

. UAlg coordinated consortium CEMAR
iy The CEMAR Consortium of Marine

j e Science Schools coordinated by UAlg
selected and recruited in 2023 20 new
PhD students from the PALOP countries
(Africa and Timor-Leste - Portuguese
speaking countries) to develop their
dissertation projects that address
environmental and governance issues
of the blue economy and coastal areas
of their countries under the supervision
of professors and researchers from
Portuguese Universities (UAIg
coordinator, UAveiro, UAcores, UMadeira,
UNOVA, UEvora, PLeiria). The Consortia
of Schools are aimed at stimulating
Centro Ciéncia LP activities in their
respective fields.

or “odd” for the Algarve, send us a phot

Contact us by e-mail o |

@NEMAlgarve



https://littlefishstp.com/en/home/
https://littlefishstp.com/en/home/
https://littlefishstp.com/en/home/
https://www.ualg.pt/comitiva-da-ualg-participa-no-future-leadership-forum-da-sea-eu
https://www.ualg.pt/comitiva-da-ualg-participa-no-future-leadership-forum-da-sea-eu
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101071300
https://www.ualg.pt/en/ualg-celebrate-earth-day-oceanic-after-lunch-talks
https://www.ualg.pt/novos-estudantes-da-ualg-percorrem-8-km-em-atividade-de-integracao-saudavel
https://www.ualg.pt/novos-estudantes-da-ualg-percorrem-8-km-em-atividade-de-integracao-saudavel
https://ccmar.ualg.pt/en/citizen-science
https://www.ciencialp.pt/en/consortia/
https://www.ciencialp.pt/en/consortia/
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LIFE ON
LAND

Protect, restore and promote
sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems, sustainably manage
forests, combat desertification, halt
and reverse land degradation, and

halt biodiversity loss.
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Photo: Janko Ferli¢ / Unsplash
Grizzly Bear, Lake Clark National Park, Alaska
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TEACHING & LEARNING

2023/24
No of Curricular Units taught registered
for SDG 15 and % of total: 252, 7%

Study programmes

Our university offers several educational
programs on terrestrial ecosystems,
targeting native flora and fauna, namely
the bachelor's in environmental sciences
and Agronomy and Biology. At master
level the offer includes Geographic
Information Systems; Horticulture,
Landscape Architecture; Sustainable
Management of Rural Areas; and Urban
Water Cycle. PhD courses include
Agricultural and Environmental Science;
and Marine, Earth and Environmental
Sciences.

The university organizes several

educational programs, open do the
community such as thematic nature
walks to raise awareness for preserving
nature, regarding wild flora in Algarve and
the ecosystem services.

RESEARCH

Publications

2019-2023

(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 191
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): 1.35
Citation count: 2607



https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1459
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1413
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1954
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1954
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1500
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1549
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1677
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1677
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1743
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1743
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1826
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1562
https://www.ualg.pt/en/curso/1562

Sustainability

UAlg is dedicated to the advancement
of sustainable development, which
contributes to the preservation of

life on Earth. Examples of projects
along these lines included Biotrans,
which implemented coordinated
actions between Portugal and Spain
to protect and conserve ecosystems
and threatened species through
scientific studies, direct habitat
improvements, and information,
training, and awareness-raising
activities for specific sectors and the
general public; and Sustainolive, which
studied novel approaches to promoting
the sustainability of olive groves in

the Mediterranean; the TerraNova
develops an unprecedented digital
atlas of Europe that combine human
population patterns in the past, plants
and disturbances, animal development,
and climate change; the Relict improvs
the conservation status of Arborescent
matorral with Laurus nobilis, listed

as a priority habitat for conservation
of the Habitats Directive, in Natura
2000 sites; and BigSeedinvestigates
the value of carob byproducts in new
hydrogels for sustainable agriculture. The
CCDesert promotes the development
and sustainability of the fight against
desertification by strengthening
research, training, capacity building,
promoting innovation and transferring
and disseminating knowledge. The
Attentia (Sustainable Citrus Farming
with Artificial Intelligence) transfers
knowledge for more sustainable
agriculture, based on the application
of technology, in particular Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics, to citrus crops
in the cross-border area of southern
Spain and Portugal: Andalusia and
Algarve-Alentejo, where this crop is
abundant. Agropyme promotes the
competitiveness of agri-food SMEs
based on business improvement,
allowing them to fix population

and, in turn, create more and better
quality employment. The Algarvein
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the Mediterranean Dietimplements
actions to enhance the cultural heritage
associated with the Mediterranean Diet
and the network of cultural productsin
the region, oo publicize/make known the
Mediterranean identity of the Algarve's
traditional landscapes and lifestyle, to
involve local actors in safeguarding the
heritage of the diet, to promote the

diet among the regional stakeholders
and the public. Revitalgarve promotes
the revitalization of rural areas in the
Algarve, through the implementation of
methodologies that focus onintegrated
approaches aimed at strengthening

a territorial food system, basedon a
sustainable and inclusive growth model,
inline with the "Prado ao Prato” strategy
and, on the other hand, contributing to
the diversification of economic activity in
this region. Citrus, is developing an early
detection kit for the diagnosis of the
citrus greening disease (HLB disease).
LIFE llhas Barreirais actively promoting
actions in the barrier islands in Algarve
to protect priority species and habitats.
Territorial Program “+SOLO + VIDA" is
promoting adaptation and mitigation
actions for climate change and fight
against desertification in the Guadiana
Valley Natural Area. Geocarbonis
establishing processes and data mining
methods when dealing with carbon
balance from agriculture. MARSoluTis
demonstrating that managed aquifer
recharge is a sound, safe and sustainable
strategy that can be applied with great
confidence and therefore offering a key
approach for tackling water scarcity

in Southern Europe. eGroundwater
supports sustainable participatory
groundwater management in the
Mediterranean regions through the
design, testing and assessment of
enhanced information systems. Prade
promotes the recovery of burnt and
abandoned traditional forest systems,
social consequences, and preparation
for an ecological, digital and resilient
recovery of the economy.

COMMUNITY

UAlg works directly to protect wild

land and forest through research and
collaboration with local and international
authorities. We have several projectsin
related issues, such as protecting wildlife
in wild land, mitigating anthropogenic
actionin forests, such as fires, through
participation and promotion in re-
forestation of areas in Algarve through
volunteering, or capacity building in wild
land protection, including dunes. We
support the preservation of ecosystems
and biodiversity, particularly those
under threat, such as the barrier islands
threatened by rising sea levels.

UAlg is a member of several Competency
Centres coordinated by the Ministry

of Agriculture, Forestry, and Rural
Development. These centres aim to
promote research and development
(R&D), namely MEDUAIg and technology
transfer on conservation and sustainable
land use, including forests and wild land.

GOVERNANCE

UAlg promotes the conservation,
restoration, and long-term use of
terrestrial ecosystems. The universities
unambiguously commit to the UN's
sustainable development goals with
regional organizations, namely through
partnerships with ADAPT.LOCAL- "Rede
de Municipios para a Adaptacao Local

as Alteracoes Climaticas', where the
preservation of terrestrial ecosystems
and native biodiversity is one goals. The
university organizes educational and
volunteer programmes that are open to
the public, such as thematic nature walks
with specialists who raise awareness of
the importance of preserving nature; the
preservation of autochthonous species
through the planting of hundreds of new
plants in the campiin 2022/2023


https://proyectobiotrans.eu/pt-pt/
https://www.irta.cat/en/projecte/sustainolive-novel-approaches-to-promote-the-sustainability-of-olive-groves-in-the-mediterranean/
https://www.terranova-itn.eu/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE16-NAT-PT-000754/life-relict-preserving-continental-laurissilva-relics
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=374890
https://ccdesert.pt/
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=384671
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383948
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383474
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=383474
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=379885
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=373238
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=373224
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=373215
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=373143
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=373140
https://www.ualg.pt/projetos-de-id?id=371428
https://www.ualg.pt/instituto-mediterraneo-para-agricultura-ambiente-e-desenvolvimento
https://www.ualg.pt/operacao-montanha-verde-voltar-plantar-para-voltar-proteger
https://www.ualg.pt/operacao-montanha-verde-voltar-plantar-para-voltar-proteger
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PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

Promote peaceful and inclusive
societies for sustainable
development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective,

accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels.

Photo: Salah Darwish / Unsplash
UN refugee camp, Syria
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2023/24

N° of Curricular Units taught
registered for SDG 16 and %
of total: 213,6%

Study programmes, Outreach,
Upskilling and Capacity-building
UAlg has a diverse educational offer
that prepares students to foster fair and
robust institutions through enhanced
professional skills, ethical values, and a
commitment to justice. Examples of this
include all courses (bachelor/1st cycle,
master/2nd cycle and doctoral level)

in the areas of Management, Business

Administration, Human Resource
Management, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation, Marketing and Social,
Occupational and Organisational
Psychology.

Since 2021, the Skills4All institutional
project has been developing several
programmes to support the professional
conversion and upskilling, reskilling,
and capacity budling of adults through
lifelong learning (Impulso Adultos PRR
Programme).

UAIg Promotes Inclusive Education
A support office for students with

special educational needs (GAENEE) is
established at UAIg since early-2010s.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/oferta-formativa?sf=&page=0
https://www.ualg.pt/descricao-dos-projetos
https://www.ualg.pt/impulsos-prr
https://www.ualg.pt/impulsos-prr
https://www.ualg.pt/en/special-educational-needs-nee
https://www.ualg.pt/en/special-educational-needs-nee

Its aimis to welcome and support
students with specific educational
needs. UAIg has implemented
several specific conditions, based
on theinstitution’s recognition of
theright to difference, to meet the
principles of an inclusive school
where no one s left out. We strive
to provide all students with an
equal, high-quality education

that respects their needs and
characteristics, assisting in

their transition into active life as
members of the society to which
they are legally entitled, with the
greatest degree of autonomy and
independence possible.
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RESEARCH

Publications 2019-2023
(Data source: Scopus, data
retrieved on 12" August 2024)

Scholarly output

(No. paper): 56
Field-Weighted
(Citation Impact): .02
Citation count: 687

UAlg has a statutory policy on
supporting academic freedom, founded
on principles of democracy and
participation, based upon respect for the
identity. The institution encourages the
free expression of ideas and opinions
and promotes the freedom of scientific,
cultural, and technological creation. UAlg
supports open access to science and
knowledge and has signed the DORA
agreementin 2018 and in 2023 the
implementation Sustainable Horizon
EU Project with, among others, aiming
to promote open science policy to make
research results available to all

We conduct a variety of focused
research projects in collaboration with
national and regional government
agencies, primarily through UAIg's
research centres. UAlg also plays an
important role in the Competencies
Centres, under the coordination of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Rural Development).

COMMUNITY

UAlg V+ Volunteering Group was founded
to promote social justice and peace. This
group establishes partnerships with
organizations and services to carry out
volunteering initiatives in the social,
educational, scientific, sporting, cultural,
environmental and leisure contexts.
Furthermore, it encourages specific
cooperation activities with groups,
associations, and local entities in order
to provide positive and stimulating
experiences, especially to vulnerable
groups.

Both our Strategic Plan and Quality
Manual stress the significance of
external stakeholders to the University's
mission. UAlg is committed to promoting
sustainability by innovating and engaging
in education and researchin close
collaboration with the community.

In 2023, UAlg kept the work carried out
with communities and with the main
national, regional and local organisations,
as well as some international ones,

to support entrepreneurship and job
creation, inclusion, non-discrimination
and the fight against poverty, the
promotion of health and well-being,

and, in general, the response to current
societal challenges, contributing to a
fairer and more cohesive society.

GOVERNANCE

UAlg has several bodies that ensure the
institution is efficient and transparent,
namely the General Council, the and the
Academic Senate. These bodies play
crucial roles in developing the institution
and monitoring its activities.

Since 2010, UAlg has a Risk Management
Plan for Corruption and Related Offences.
In the preparation of this Plan andin the
identification of prevention measures,
the Services most susceptible to the
risks of committing related offences
have been involved, namely the Human
Resources, Financial and Asset Services,
Technical Services, Academic Services
and Property Support Office Intellectual.
UAlg has also a Code of Ethicsand a
Code of Conduct.

The first Workers' Committee of the
University of the Algarve was elected
on November 28, 2023. Developing
permanent organizational work in

order to achieve the just demands of
the workers, democratically expressed
by the collective will; promoting the
socio-professional training of workers,
contributing to the awareness of their
rights and duties; and demanding that
the UAlg scrupulously comply with the
legislation concerning tHe workers and
theinstitution
https://www.ualg.pt/en/workers-
committee.


https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/Alteraçao aos Estatutos da UAlg.pdf
https://sfdora.org/read/
https://sfdora.org/read/
https://www.ualg.pt/en/research-units
https://inovacao.rederural.gov.pt/centros-de-competencias
https://inovacao.rederural.gov.pt/centros-de-competencias
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-07/manual-da-qualidade-v22.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2023-07/manual-da-qualidade-v22.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/conselho-geral
https://www.ualg.pt/senado-academico
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/ualg.pt/files/seccoes/reitoria/plano_de_prevencao_de_riscos_de_corrupcao_e_infraccoes_conexas_2010.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/ualg.pt/files/seccoes/reitoria/plano_de_prevencao_de_riscos_de_corrupcao_e_infraccoes_conexas_2010.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/2020-07/codigo-de-etica-da-universidade-do-algarve.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/sites/default/files/inline-files/RT80-2020_Codigo_Conduta_ENG.pdf
https://www.ualg.pt/en/workers-committee
https://www.ualg.pt/en/workers-committee
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PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

Strengthen the means of
implementation and revitalise the
global partnership for sustainable
development.

Photo: UN/Eskinder Debebe
UN General Assembly, New York

TEACHING & LEARNING training initiatives to university degrees.

These have become increasingly

Through teaching, UAlg supports and conscious of the need to accommodate
promotes efforts to significantly increase  pedagogical innovation and improve the
the understanding of ongoing natural quality and inclusiveness of teaching and
and anthropogenic changes, andto plan  learning processes.

mitigation and adaptation strategies, In 2023, at the national level, UAIg

with a particular focus on capacity collaborated with two other higher
building in the Algarve region, in Europa education institutions, NOVA University
but also in developing countries. and the University of Evora, to develop a

The University of the Algarve (UAIg) is joint bachelor's degree in Ocean Studies.
an institution of higher educationthatis  Additionally, the university continued to
committed, both individually and through  advance the Campus Sulinitiative, which

its contribution to its partnerships, to aims to foster a more sustainable future

the Sustainable Development Goals for the region. At the European level,

(SDGs). This commitment affirms UAIg within the framework of the European

as an institution that is dedicated to University of the Seas (SEA-EU),

social responsibility and sustainable three new degree joint programmes

@ development. were developed: a Bachelor'sin Sea

SUSTAINABLE The educational offer at UAlg is diverse,  Sustainable Economy (SSE), a Master’s
DEVELOPMENT comprising a range of options, from in Port Sustainable Management

Ge‘.‘gAL short-term open courses and lifelong (MIPMAL), and a PhD programme in



Marine and Maritime Technologies
(EA). These programmes are designed
to align with the European Approach
(EA) and are intended to receive

the European Degree Label in the
future. Additionally, a European
degree programme in Sustainability
Sciences was presented within the
same approach — EA — within the
Sustainable Horizon Project SHES.
These programmes will be aligned
with SDG 4, as demonstrated in the
percentage of current UAlg courses
classified under SDG 4. However, our
aspiration is to make a more significant
contribution to all SDGs through

our educational methodology. This
will ensure that our entire academic
community is equipped with the
knowledge and skills necessary to
achieve sustainability and to advance
the SDGs.
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Percentage of Curricular Units
classified under a certain SDG
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In 2023, our international consortia
developed the My Sustainable
Future platform, which now offers

a carbon footprint calculator to our
students. This initiative aims to
enhance students’ understanding of
sustainability and SDGs, while also

&5
= A SN
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t ’ TRAVELLING
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= WAYS TO REDUCE
YOUR CARBON
o FOOTPRINT
() -

WATER HOME ENERGY

DRIVING FOOD

https://carbonfootprint.widera.education/

https://carbonfootprint.widera.education/quiz

&

fostering entrepreneurial skills to
address sustainability challenges. The
platform provides a comprehensive
range of courses and resources,
equipping students with the knowledge
and expertise to pursue careersin a
sustainable future.

SUSTAINABLE - sty
HORIZONS e

OUR ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND EMPLOYABILITY
PLATFORM

My-Sustainable-Future.com

2

Main page - My Sustainable Future (my-

sustainable-future.com)


https://carbonfootprint.widera.education/
https://carbonfootprint.widera.education/quiz
https://my-sustainable-future.com/
https://my-sustainable-future.com/
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GOAL

17

RESEARCH

The Relative Activity Index (RAI)

of UAIg for the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

The Relative Activity Index (RAI) of UAIg
by SDG was calculated by dividing the
total number of publications of UAIg
(2019-2023) pertaining to an SDG by
the total number of publications for
UAlg. This resulted in a percentage value.
The same methodology is employed

for each SDG in the context of World

SDG Relative Activity Index
2019-2023

= University of Algarve
= Portugal
- = World

The figure depicts RAI for SDGs
1-16, illustrating the extent of UAlg.
It should be noted that Scopus

does not map research keywords
against SDG 17. The UAlg Relative
Activity Index (RAI) on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs 1-16)

is defined as the proportion of an
entity's publications in a subject area,
expressed as a percentage of the
global share of publicationsin the
same subject. A value of 1.0 indicates
that the entity’s research activity

in a field is equivalent to the global
activity in that field. A value higher
than 1.0 implies a greater emphasis,
whereas a value lower than 1.0
suggests alesser focus.

Affiliations. The index for the entity is
calculated by dividing the percentage

of UAIg by that of the World. Analogous
calculations were conducted within the
context of Portuguese Affiliations. It can
be concluded that UAlg is demonstrating
a proclivity towards greater involvement
in the advancement of SDG 14, exhibiting
alevel of engagement that is 12 times
greater than the global average.
Additionally, UAlg's contributions to

©»

e\ w%

SDG 12,13 and 14 are noteworthy,
exceeding the global average by a factor
of 2-3. Furthermore, the Portugal SDG
RAI (highlighted in red in the RAI plot)
demonstrates a similar pattern for

the same period, indicating a notable
contribution to SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumption and Production), SDG 13
(Climate Action), SDG 14 (Life Below
Water), and SDG 15 (Life on Land).

¢
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Table University of Algarve Within: Year range: 2019 to 2023
All subject areas (ASJC) by SDG Data source: Scopus, 12 Aug 2024
SDG S;':t’:)al::y Z'::i:::ﬁ::ﬁ Citation Count
SDG 1: No Poverty il 0.62 70
SDG 2: Zero Hunger 15 124 1,391
SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being 493 137 8,638
SDG 4: Quality Education 88 1.98 901
SDG 5: Gender Equality 17 153 177
SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 182 132 3,106
SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 139 128 1,761
SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth 221 130 2,532
SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 173 139 2,787
SDG 10: Reduced Inequality 50 114 347
SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 176 0.99 1973
SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production 266 124 3,392
SDG 13: Climate Action 217 153 4,158
SDG 14: Life Below Water 652 139 10,893
SDG 15: Life on Land 191 135 2,607
SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 56 1.02 687
a Citation Impact Output in Top 109%
Summary SDG 2024 SDG Rank (THE) SDG Score (THE) Scholarly Output (THE) 5 year (THE) Journals (THE)
Authors SDG 1: No Poverty 301400 52.8-56.9 57th 48th
Scopus Sources SDG 2: Zero Hunger 101-200 61.6-718 82nd p— 65th m— 82nd —
Research Fieids SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being 301400 67.6-71.8 67th m—
Topies SDG 4: Quality Education 201-300 65.7-69.2 76th m— - 79th m—
Research Areas B 50G 5: Gender Equality 101-200 63.1-68.2 66th m— E 76th m—
Z:z:d e SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 201-300 55.4-62.4 82nd —— 65th — 80th —
SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 401-600 46.4-55.2 60th ﬁ = 70th p—
Rankings SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth 301400 61.2-65.1 86th p— - 24th —
Rarking positions SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 201-300 65.2-76.9 75th m—
THE World University
Rankings SDG 10: Reduced Inequality 101-200 68.8-75.2 72nd m— 57th 70th m—
[ impactkavigs SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 401-600 44.9-56.6 80th m— 49th 79th —
Collaboration SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production 201-300 65.6-73.0 89th m—— S2nd 86th —
Collaboration metrics Il s0G 13: Climate Action =62 723 S6th p— 70th m— 86th m—
Geographitcal collaboration SDG 14: Life Below Water 101-200 58.8-69.8 99th m— 75th m— 95th m—
cie:::c::;:::i:: SDG 15: Life on Land 201-300 55.2-64.6 38th —— 65th 89th ——
Potential collaborators . SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 101-200 727-79.6 74th —— 65th — 3lst ——

Il sOG 17: Partnerships for the Goals 401-600 67.5-75.3 75th p—
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1,808

Scholarly Output (THE)

600

400 —
200

0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Publication year

Metric name 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Publications 294 304 364 416 430
Median 78 92 17 144 165

Research metric details for SDG 17:
Partnerships for the Goals

Research metric ®

0.088

Co-authorship with Low or Lower-middle Income Countries (THE)
0.15
01 .—_—./‘.'——""‘
0.05
0

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Publication year

Metric name 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Co-authorship ratio 0.051 0.095 0.082 0.115 0.086
Median 0.051 0.054 0.068 0.090 0.103

THE Impact Rankings 2024, University of
Algarve, Data source: Scopus, 12 Aug 2024

401-600 Weight (%) Value Metric rank percentile ®
SDG Rank (THE) ’ M Scholarly Output (THE) 13.55% 1,808 75th

- Co-authorship with Low or Lower-middle Income Countries (THE 13.55% 0.088 59th
67.5-75.3 P (

COMMUNITY

SEA-EU Alliance

The results of 1st Future Leadership
Forum, in October 2023, highlight
contributions of the young generation
that had the most impact on the Global
Gateway Declaration document. A
commitment to involve all external
partners with representatives from
the younger generations, students
but also researchers or professors, in
the next events of the annual SEA-EU
Future Leadership Forum was also

achieved to further consolidate the
Global Gateway Declaration. In SEA-EU
UAlg has effective regional partners:
Algarve Regional Coordination

and Development Commission;
Algarve Intermunicipal Community;
Docapesca-Ports; Portuguese Institute
of Sea and Atmosphere, Association
for a Sustainable and Intelligent
Aquaculture; Algarve Science Center,
NGO - SCIAENA, Aguas do Algarve; and
Algarve Tourism Region.



GOVERNANCE

The achievements of the University
of Algarve (UAIg) in the previous
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) 1-16 were supported by an
extensive and diversified scientific
production achieved through global
partnerships across all continents.

Map 1
Number of collaborating
institutions per region

Year range: 2019 to 2023
Data source: Scopus,
up to 12 Aug 2024

Map 2

Number of collaborating
institutions per region
(Corporate)

Year range: 2019 to 2023
Data source: Scopus,
up to 12 Aug 2024

Map 3

Number of collaborating
institutions per region
(Government)

Year range: 2019 to 2023
Data source: Scopus,
up to 12 Aug 2024

One of the strategic priorities of UAlg
is to establish partnerships with a
view to achieving the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals. In order to
achieve this priority, UAlg offers

its staff and faculties and schools
encouragement and support in the
implementation of:

- Outreach and social engagement
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These partnerships were primarily
with other Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs), but also with
non-academic institutions. A
mapping of scientific publications and
co-authorships with international
partners, based on SCOPUS data

activities developed by its Research
Centres.

- Collaborations with NGOs.

- Consultancy for regional, national,
and international stakeholders.
Volunteering actions with local
institutions.

- Gathering several institutional
certifications related to the SDG,

(upper map), government institutions
(middle map) and corporate entities
only (lower map), enables an analysis
of the diversified relationships of
UAlg across all continents and with
different types of organisations from
2019 t0 2023.

such as the FISU "HEALTHY

CAMPUS" certification.
Partnerships with industry
continued to be fosteredin 2023 in
different areas, especially through
UAlg's participation in the different
collaborative laboratories and the
UALG TEC CAMPUS - Business
Accelerator.


https://www.ualg.pt/en/agreements-and-protocols
https://algarvetechhub.com/node/95

' .
?ﬁ?fb :Urban Vintage / Unsplash
- Ciuecas Peak, Romania




ABBREVIATIONS

AMAL - Algarve Municipalities Association

AULP - Association of Universities of Portuguese Speaking Countries
CCMAR - Centre of Marine Sciences

CEAD- Centre of Adult education and communitarian Intervention
CENSE-UAIg- Pole of Environmental and Sustainability Centre

CIMA - Centre of Marine and Environmental Sciences

CINTURS - Centre for Research in Tourism, Sustainability and Well Being
EU - European Union

HEI - Higher Educations Institutions

NGO - Non-Governamental organization

MED-UAIg — Pole of the Mediterranean Institute for Agriculture, Environment and Development
R&D U - Research and Development Units

SDG - Sustainable development Goals

UAlg - University of Algarve

UN - United Nations

November 2024

The monitoring developed of SDG in tis
reports have been done partially within SUSTAINABLE #""+ | Fundedby .
the Sustainable Horizon project-SHEs HORIZONS *e he European Union
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